TEACH YOURSELF

AVESTA

A beginner’s guide to the

SCRIPT, GRAMMAR & LANGUAGE
of the Zoroastrian scriptural texts

By
Ramiyar Parvez Karanjia

June 2022



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Contents
gL (o 0ot A T o TS SURRSPRRRR 5
I. THE AVESTAN LANGUAGE..... ..ot 6
A. History and development of Avesta language ...........cccoceviieiienii e 6
B. The systematic study of Avesta language in India ............ccoovvviiiiiiinii e, 7
C. Distinguishing features of the AVestan SCript...........cccvoiiiiiieriiiiiie e 9
1. The AIPNADETS (1) ...eeiieeiiieie et 9
2. The AIPhaDELS (2) .....co i 10
3. The AIPhabets (3).....eo i 11
4. The AIPNEDETS (4) ..ot 13
5. Phonetic divisions of the AIPhabets ... 15
6. Orthographic rules for placement of [tters ..........coocveiiiiiiiiiiei 17
LI, SANDHI ... e s e e e e e s e e aaaa 18
1. VOWEL SANUN ..t e e e e erae e 19
2. ConsoNaNtal SANANT .......uveeiiie e 21
[1l. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS ..ot 24
2. Vowel Gradation (Guna and Vriddhi) .........ccceeviieiiiiice e 25
IV INOUNS ettt b et e bt e b e beeanbe e 26
1. Primary and Secondary NOUNS..........ccuuieiieeeiieeesiieessieeessieeeestieeesinaeesnaaeesnaeesseeeas 26
V. ADJECTIVES ...ttt ettt 28
Degrees Of AUJECLIVES. ... ..iiiiiie ettt e e e e et e e snrae e 28
VL GENDERS. ...ttt bbb 30
VI DECLENSIONS ..ottt 31
1. General Case TermiNatiONS.........couieiiiiiieiiee ettt 32
2. VOWEI BASES. ...ttt ettt 33
1. Bases ending in @- MasCUlINE.........cccooiiieiiiii i 33
2. Bases ending iN @- NEULEI.........cocuiiiiiiee et 34
3. Bases ending in A- MaSCUIINE .........cocvviiiiie e 35
4. Bases ending in A- FEMININE.......c.coiiiiiiie e 35
5. Bases ending in i- MaSCUIINE...........ccveiiiiiiiie e 37
6. Bases ending ini-  FEMININE ......cccoiiie i 38
7.Bases ending iNi-  NEULE .......cooieiiie et 38
8. Bases ending in U MaSCUIINE .......c..eciiiiei i 38
9. Bases ending in U FEMININE .......ccoveiiiiiiiiee et e 39
10. Bases ending in U NEULET .........oeiiiiie e 39
3. CONSONANTAL BASES ... uuuvvvriiriiiiiriiriiirertresrsassasssasreseasaessrsreaarerarasaaaaaaabaasasssessarssssassanes 40
1. Bases ending in T(Na)- MasCUlINg .........cccvveiiiiiiiiii e, 40
2. Bases ending in T(AL )- FEMININE.......ccciviiiiiiiiiie e 41
3. Bases ending in T(@aW)-  NEULEI........ccoiiiiiie it 41

4. Bases ending in i MASCUIINE ........uuvieiiiiiie e 42



5. Bases ending iN it FEMININE.......ccuiiiiiiie e 42

6. Bases ending in r{@m)- NEULET ........cccuiiiiiie e 43

7. Bases ending in r- MaSCUIING..........coiiiiiiiie e 43

8. Bases ending in r(at )- MaSCUIING ........cccoiiiiiiiiiii e 44

9. Bases ending in h (MaB- MasCUlINe ..o 44

10. Bases ending iN N (Mt NEULET .......ooeiiireiiie e 45
VT PRONOUNS ..ottt ettt et e ae e nne e nreeannee e 46
X NUMERALS ..t a ettt et e et e et eenna e et e annae e 49
KoWERBS .ottt 51
1. Ten Classes Of CONJUIATION .......eeiuuiiiiiiiiie et 51

2. Conjugational Tenses and IMOOTS ..........coouieiiiiiieiiiesie e 54

1. PrESENT TENSE. ...ttt e st e e e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e e e nneeees 54

2. IMPEITECE TENSE ... .ttt nnee s 57

3. IMPErative MO0 ........eiiiieiiieie e 58

O o] (= U t= LI 1Y, o Yo o OSSR 59

3. Non-conjugational Tenses and MOOUS ..........c.eoiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 61
L. FUTUIE TONSE ..ttt e e e e e s e bbb e e e e e e e e e nnneeees 61

2. PEITECE TOINSE ...ttt ettt e e et e et e et e e srb e e e te e e nnteeesnseeeanes 61

3L ADTISE TEINSE ..ttt b ettt et e be e b nnee s 62

4. Precative or BEnediCtive MOOD ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiieiiiecie s 63

XE PARTICIPLES.. ...ttt ettt bbb 65
1. Present PartiCIPIE .....cc.vvve ettt e e 65
2. FULUIE PartiCIPIE ..ottt et et e e st e e e 65
3. Perfect PartiCIPle .......cccvveeeie et 66
4. PaSt PartiCIPle.......coiiie et 66
XL DERIVATIVE VERBS......ccoii ottt 67
1. Frequentative or INtENSIVE VEID ..........coiiiire it 67

2. DESIAEIALIVE VEID ..ottt 68

3. Denominative or Nominal Verh ..o 68

4. CAUSAL VEID ... s 68

5. INCONALIVE VEID ...ttt 69
XHT PARTICLES ...ttt ettt 70
Lo AGVEIDS ..o e 70

2. PrEPOSILIONS ..ottt e a e 71

K @0 o 1] 103 o OSSP 71

A PIEIIXES .ttt 72
XIV. SOME GRAMMATICAL RULES ..ottt 73
I (=T [0 o] Tox= L [0 o OSSPSR OPSOPPROUPS 73
pZ O] 110 To U] o K3 PSSRSO 74
3. Insertion of redundant IBLLEIS ...........eeiiiiiiieiii e 75
4. Strong and WEaK DASES .........c..eeiiuiee ettt 75
5. INfiNitive FOrm Of VEIDS.....c.oeii e 76

6. Gerund or Verbal NOUNS.........oouiiiiii e 76
XV, TRANSLATION ..ttt sttt e e sne e beeanee e 77
1. Syntax - FOrmation Of SENTENCES ......ccoiiiiiiiei i 77

2. Translate from Avesta to English..........coooiiiii i 77

3. Translate from ENnglish 10 AVESTA........cccviiiiiiiiiiie e 79



4. Specimen Translation of a text ~<SROSH BAJ........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiicceceses e,

QUESTION BANK ...

KEY TO EXERCISES



Introduction

Avesta, originally a language of the ancient Indo-Iranian stock, is presently the language
of the Zoroastrian texts. Presently, it is not a language for day to day communication, and
hence it is referred to as a ‘dead language.’

This elementary book is meant to help beginners to study the Avestan script, learn the
language and understand its basic texts. It is based on the format of ‘Teach Yourself’
books, with the view that a student may learn the language with a little help from a tutor.
Each chapter is prepared as a separate unit. Most footnotes provide alternative words or
contemporary versions of grammatical terminologies. They are intended for reference and
are not essential to learning the language.

Exercises have been provided at the end of each chapter along with keys to most exercises
at the end of the book. A Question Bank has been provided at the end for evaluation.

The book is modeled on the Avesta grammar notes provided by late Dasturji Dr.
Hormazdyar Kayoji Mirza to his students. The style, content and layout of this book is a
result of the teaching experience during the past several years.

Considering the elementary nature of the book, grammatical rules have been simplified.
Wherever there are multiple options in terminations, only the most frequently used
alternative has been given. This book may be used as a sourcebook for teaching Avestan
script and grammar.

To study Avestan grammar in greater detail one may refer to “A Practical Grammar of the
Avesta language” by Kavasji Edalji Kanga (Bombay, 1891), “An Avesta Grammar in
comparison with Sanskrit” by A.V.Williams Jackson (Stuttgart, 1892), “Avestan
Language I1l. The Grammar of Avestan” by Karl Hoffmann (Encyclopaedia Iranica IlI,
pp.35-44) and An Introduction to Young Avestan by P. O. Skjaervo (Online, 2003).

| am grateful to Mr. Iraj Kabuli for his valuable suggestions towards improving this book.
| hope this book will enable students to familiarize themselves with the Avestan script,
grammar and language.

September 2020.
Ramiyar Parvez Karanjia
Dadar, Mumbai.
ramiyark@gmail.com



|. THE AVESTAN LANGUAGE

A. History and development of Avesta language

Avesta is the oldest extant language of the Indo-Iranian and Indo-European family of
languages. It is the mother of other Iranian languages like Old Persian, Middle Persian,
Kurdish, Pashtu and Ossetic. Avesta heads the Iranian branch of Indo-Iranian language,
just as Vedic Sanskrit is the source for the Indian branch, which has languages like
Hindustani, Bengali and Marathi. The striking similarity between Vedic Sanskrit and
Avestan is on account of their common origin.

The Iranian language family can be traced as follows:

Language Period
Hypothetical proto-Aryan language (now lost) Proto-Aryan
Avesta Peshdad-Kayan
Old Persian Achaemenian
Inscription Pahlavi Ashkanian & early Sasanian
Pahlavi (Middle Persian), Manichaenian, Tokharish etc. | Sasanian
Neo-Persian Post-Sasanian

Other important languages in the Indo-European family are Armenian, Baltic (Lithuanian,
Latvian, Old Prussian), Anatolian (Hittite), Celtic (Gallic, Hispanic, Irish, Scot, Welsh,
Tocharian), Hellenic (Classical Greek, Modern Greek), Germanic (Old Saxon, Modern
German), Norwegian, Icelandic, Italic and Latin.

Account of the Avestan texts

Avestan texts were composed in absolute prehistory when the art of reading and writing
had not yet been adequately developed. They were handed down by oral tradition from
generation to generation since very ancient times.

The Iranian historical traditions regarding the transmission of the Avestan texts are
recorded in the Pahlavi text D U n k,’aon the basis of which a succinct account of their
transmission, can be formulated.

According to this tradition, one written copy of the entire Avestan texts, comprising of 21
Nasks (Volumes) was deposited in the royal archives of King Vishtasp. 21 priestly
families were entrusted the task of memorizing one Nask each and thus the Nasks were
orally transmitted from generation to generation. During the Achaemenian times, the
written Avestan texts in the royal archives were destroyed during Alexander’s invasion
and conquest of Iran in 330 B.C. Emperor Vologeses/Valkhash | (51-77 ACE) of the
Parthian/Arshkanian dynasty (250 BC-226 ACE) made an unsuccessful attempt to
regather the 21 Avestan Nasks.

The Sasanian Emperor Artakhshir Papakan (226-241 ACE) instructed his Head Priest
Dastur Tansar (Tosar) to compile a standard edition of the 21 Nasks from the scattered

! Denkard Book 3, last chapter, para 1-8, in Sacred Books of the East, E.W. West, Vol. XXXVII edited by
Max Mueller, Intro p. 30-32.
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Avestan texts. This work was completed under Dastur Adarbad Marespand during the
reign of Emperor Shapur 11 (309-379 ACE).

The Avestan texts were endangered once again when the Arabs invaded and conquered
Iran in 641 ACE. However, they were not completely destroyed. Out of 21 Avestan
Nasks, 20 were in existence till the 9th century. A summary of 19 Nasks, based on their
Pahlavi translations, is found in the VIII and 1X books of the D U n k.aAfted the 9"
century, most of the Avestan Nasks and their Pahlavi translations have been lost, mainly
due to the large scale massacre and destruction brought about in Iran by the Huns Changiz
Khan and Halagu Khan in the 14" century and later by the Tartar “Timur, The Lame’ in
the 15" century.

The Extant Avestan texts

The extant Avestan texts may be divided as follows:
The Yasna (including the Gathas)

The Visparad

The Vidévdad /Vendidad

The Khordeh Avesta (including the Yashts)
Fragments of some of the lost Nasks."

agrwNOE

Origin of the Avestan script

Though Avestan is the oldest known Iranian language, even pre-dating prophet
Zarathushtra, it had no script of it own and was orally transmitted from generation to
generation. There is a tradition that a copy of the Avestan texts were committed to writing
and deposited in the royal archives during the Kayanian and Achaemenian times.
However, the script used in writing is not known. They may have been written in
primitive indigenous scripts of those times, used for inscribing royal records and edicts.

According to literary and archaeological references, attempts were made to commit
Avestan to writing during the Parthian period, in the script of those times. However, this
attempt was unsuccessful. The Avestan script, as it is used today, was developed in the
Sasanian period during the reign of Shapur I, and modified till the times of Cosroe 11/
Khushru Purviz (590-628 ACE). This script, known as the D0 n D a‘“thd strigt Hor
religious (purposes)”, is the script with which we write the Avestan language today.

Indian and lranian Styles

There is a slight variance in the way some of the letters of the Avestan script were written
by scribes in Iran and India. The Iranian scribes wrote in an ornamental manner with a
greater flourish and curves at the end. The Indian scribes used straight strokes. In this
book the Avestan script of Indian style has been used.

B. The systematic study of Avesta language in India

Avestan studies in India

In India, in the 18th and much of the 19th centuries, the study of Avestan texts was carried
out through the traditional means of translating the texts on the basis of Pahlavi, Modern
Persian and Sanskrit languages, especially since the translations of the Avestan texts were

! Fragments have been preserved in the commentaries given in Pahlavi translations, colophons of
manuscripts, Avesta-Pahlavi Frahang and some Pahlavi works like the Nerangestan.
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available in these languages. Trnaslators of Avestan and Pahlavi like Dastur Edulji
Sanjana, Dasturji Erachji Sorabji Meherji Rana, Dastur Mullan Firoze and Dastur
Aspandiarji Rabadi belonged to this traditional school.

Anquetil du Perron

A French linguist, Abraham Hyacinthe Anquetil du Perron from Paris, found fragments of
the Avesta, and decided to learn more about the language. In 1758, he traveled to India
with the British East India Company. His search for a tutor led him to Surat to a
Zoroastrian priest Dastur Darab Kumana (colloquially known as Da’d Daru Kumana),
where he stayed till 1761. Kumana instructed Anquetil into the rudiments of Avesta
language with the aid of Pahlavi, Persian and Sanskrit languages.

In 1771, Anquetil du Perron published in France, amidst much critical acclaim, the first
systematic translation of the Avesta, called the Zend-Avesta, which included the surviving
texts, with ritual instructions and personal observations on the customs and rituals of the
Parsis, as well as a translation of the Pahlavi Bundahishn. These translations opened the
way for scholarly research on the Avestan language and Zoroastrian religion in Europe.

In Europe, the Avestan grammar was re-constructed with the help of Sanskrit grammar.
That is the reason we see several Sanskrit terms, like guna, sandhi and vrddhi, in the
Avestan grammar

Mr. K.R.Cama

Mr.Khurshedji Rustamji Cama (1831-1909), a noted oriental scholar, social reformer and
educationist, went to Europe between 1855 and 1859, where he studied the systematic,
scientific and philological study of Avesta language and the application of grammatical
rules and philology to the study of ancient Iranian languages, under eminent orientalists
like Professor Julius von Mohl in France and Professors Jules Oppert and Dr. Friedreich
Spiegel in Germany.

After returning from Europe, Mr. K.R.Cama introduced the systematic and scientific study
of Avesta language in India. In 1861, he started a private class at his residence in Fort to
teach Avesta & Pahlavi languages in a scientific manner to a small group comprising
mainly of Parsi priests.

His first batch of students reads like an Indian Who's Who of Indo-Iranian philology in the
last century. They are: Ervad Tehmurasp Dinshaji Anklesaria, Ervad Edulji Kersasji
Antia, Ervad Sheriarji Dadabhai Bharucha, Ervad Kavasji Edulji Kanga, Ervad Khurshedji
Minocherji Kateli and Ervad Jamshedji Dadabhai Nadirshah.

Among the students of K.R.Cama, contribution to the study of Avestan language was
made especially by Ervad Kavasji Kanga and to a lesser extent by Er. Sheriyarji
Bharucha. The rest of the scholars specialized in Pahlavi, Pazand and Persian studies.

The Mullan Feroz & Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Madressas

In 1854, the Mullan Feroz Madressa was started to teach Iranian languages. Education
was imparted in the traditional manner without emphasis on philology. Sir Jamsetjee
Jeejeebhoy Zarthosti Madressa was started on 4th March 1863 to help the studies of Indo-
Iranian languages, especially Zend (Avesta), Pahlavi, Sanskrit and Persian with Western
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scientific method, over and above the traditional method. Since the last one and a half
centuries, these two Institutes have been imparting Indo-Iranian studies in India. In 1963,
these two Madressas merged into one Institute, which is still functional.

C. Distinguishing features of the Avestan script

1) The Avestan script is written from right to left.

2) The direction of writing and relative positions of each letter have to be noted.

3) One sound may be represented by more than one character, depending on their
placement in the word.

4) Each Avestan character has an equivalent for transcription. Most of these character are
from the English alphabet, but some are adopted from the Greek alphabet, and a few
special characters have been introduced. By and large the system of Karl Hoffmann has
been adopted for transcription.

5) Every complete Avesta word is followed by a dot (like a full stop), called a word-
separator.

6) Three dots * are used to indicate the end of a sentence. Sometimes three small circles
used in a similar way, indicate the end of a paragraph.

1. The Alphabets (1)

Avesta letter | Transcription | Pronunciation
-a- @ critical
_A- / father
_i- H it

-] - 4 feet
U S put
U : shoot
k- J kite
x- |5 Khan"
-F- 5 Khyal
_x.° |O Khvab

! This and the following two words showing pronunciation are not from the English language as these
sounds are not found in this language.
2 This is a combination of Pahlavi letters ‘x” and ‘v’



Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

_g_

F

Girl

-G

3$

Ghana

Unlike Sanskrit, the consonants in Avestan, do not have inherent vowel sounds, and hence
cannot stand by themselves. A consonant needs to be followed by a vowel to depict a full

sound. Thus:

ak ka ik ki ukku
Ak ka lk ki Ukkﬁ
Exercise:

1. Practice the following:

X |l

9

F U

A

X G

a

U

2. Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

F @ 3@ S5H
F/ 3 Y
FS JH J

2. The Alphabets (2)

Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

-0- M going
O 7 go
e - | save
_E-° 2 say

! This transcript is the Greek letter gamma.

2 1t is used as final vowel in Gathas and in the combination E@  az.




Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

] 1

bath

-d- C as in day
-D- 2 adhere
_r- r run

f - E fan

b A bat

-t - > R ten

1.0 9 put
Exercise:

1. Practice the following:

T |E |o |f
D |t b | d
r g |e |O

2.Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

g

@9

A7

P/ 9

C @2

R@

A @M

P @2

3. The Alphabets (3)

Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

o
-\

D

red

1 This This transcript is similar to the Greek letter theta.
% This transcript is similar to the Greek letter delta.
® Itis used at the beginning and middle of words.

* It is used at the end of words or when followed by Kk or bb’

11

® Generally replaces @ ‘a’ when followed by final Mm’ and N‘n’. Also used as the final vowel after I' v’



Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

-\ . . red
vy DHD beret
_C- B chair
e I Jam
-n L nut
N- \ grunt
“m m man
-M 6 song
2.0 C playing
-p- N pan
-h- h hen
-B-° W water

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:

V ] m |?
B P |C n
N h |M Y

2. Transcribe the following into Avestan script. Speak as you write:

12

! This sign is similar to an inverted ‘e’.

2 Itis generally used as final vowel, especially in Gathas

% This cluster of three letters, is treated as one sound in Avesta.

* Used instead of N n” when followed by a guttural or dental consonant.

® It generally follows an | <’

%1t generally follows D <> and <.



ADPDY9 C @C/ @GS P
/TP @ K @16@ @GH

3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

,mvk .mUnat ,aDoab
JAmha .hMamvn Jiriap

4. The Alphabets (4)

Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

-l - Y Cow
_&- /Z France

1
-y - Yy lawyer
Y - 2 y YES
-S- Q §It
.s-° 8 harsh
_c.’ N ashame
1 5 b Shyam
_7- 7 zebra
_7.° = as in azure
W V as in save
W8 V verse

itis used only within the word.

2 It is used only in the beginning of a word.

% Itis used at the end of words and also when followed byC< ort “t’.

* Itis used at the beginning and within a word.
> It is used at the beginning and within a word, when followed by the letter ‘y’.

® It represents the sound zh.
"It is used only within the word.

& It is used only at the beginning of a word.
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Self study:
1. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

Jtsa ,mvtSihaW ,uhoW ,mvCa
JAmha ,AtSu ,ltsa ,AtSu

", mvCa ,iAtSihaW ,iACa ,Tayh
@ DK TMG: T@GH8RDK @QR4

S8R/ @QR4 S8R/ @GK/ H
GW@9 @ /H T@GHS8R/ H @"DK"

2. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

ya] U ahl ]U argatpwidha c U, )

vabh_u8d a z d Ue6hnfipad anarzm ah u8ma z d Ui

xa] rbmc U a hur Oy u by @OV doesihet) r

,Acah ,Tic ,TACa ,Sutar ,Aga ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY

JAHam ,SuVhMa ,m&nanaqohy,OhManam ,AHad ,SuVhMawW
°, mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd ,miY ,A ,iAruha ,AcmvrgaCx

Exercise:

1. Practice the following:

y |& |[s |S

C |} |z |Z

| Y (w |W

2. Give the transcriptions of the following letters in Roman script.

Y ) & W
Z W C I

3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

,TAdad ,mUyAp ,Etiawam ,AHam ,An ,mvk
,EhManEa ,AtaCvradid ,lwgvrd ,Am ,Tayh
,/AcsahManam ,AcsargA ,TAmhaBq ,myna
,Aruha ,AtSoarq ,mvCa ,SiAnqoay } ,lyaY
", AcoawArf ,iAyanEad ,m&wtsAd ,iOm ,mé&t
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4. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:
k vDOrDn jwWU p@iU sp@ip h

clr U ma@i a ld Brmebti=ung c i

dh @i v owi\i &r b a

mazdU ahmU1 atemi cwva

5. Phonetic divisions of the Alphabets

The Avestan alphabet has 50 characters, divided into two groups - 15 Vowels and 35
Consonants. A vowel is a sound produced by letting air flow cleanly through the mouth A
consonant is a sound produced by interrupting the flow of air through the mouth. These
letters are divided into various phonetic divisions as under:

15 VOWELS

Simple Vowels:

Phonetic Division Short Long
Gutteral
(Sound made by obstructing air flow in the throat) a@ Al
Palatal | H | 4
(Sound made when the tongue goes near the palate)
Labial .
(Sound made by rounding the lips) us u:
Cerebral D Dl e
(Sound made by rolling the tongue) vivDP

Diphthongs:

Diphthong is a secondary vowel sound, originally, the combination of the sounds of two
simple vowels. There are three diphthongs sounds in Avesta. Each sound is represented by
two characters, differing on account of their placement, and not sound.

e[, E 2

vh V_

o MO 7

Special Vowels:
These two characters are referred to as special, since similar letters are not found in other
related languages.

| Y & Z
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35 CONSONANTS
Phonetic Division Unaspirant’ | Aspirant Unaspirant | Aspirant
Gutteral o
(Sound made by obstructing air k'J x5/F 89 F G3
flow in the throat)
Palatal c B - - | - -

(Sound made when the tongue
goes near the palate)

Dental t RT9 |Q ] dCc |D°

(Sound made when the tongue
touches the inside of the upper
teeth)

Labial
(Sound made when the flow of air
is obstructed at the lips)

p N |f E bA |-

Nasal . ] - .
(Sound made partly through the nL; N \; mK; M6; ?cC

nose)

Sibilant A- —
(Hissing sound made by the S Q S 8§ CH } h zX L=

tongue)

Semi-vowel / Liquid <- . ..
(consonant sound interchangeable y WY ;oW Wi r P

with simple vowels)

Aspiration
(sound produced by exhaling air)

Bi-labial B U
(Sound made by obstructing the
air flow rounded lips)

: 2
Ligatures ! V: X O

(combination of two Avesta or
Pahlavi letters)

Exercise:
1. Give the transcripts and phonetic divisions of the following letters:

Av. letter Transcript Phonetic Division

B

h

Y

! The Unaspirate consonants are those which do not have the aspiration sound ‘h’ inherent in them. The
Aspirant consonants have an inherent ‘h’ sound corresponding to the Unaspirant consonant.

% This is not a phonetic but an orthographic division. Its given here to have all the characters together in one
place.
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NI O Z

—

N

C

2. Give the consonants in the following phonetic groups:

Phonetic Group | Consonants

Dental

Sibilant

Palatal

6. Orthographic rules for placement of letters
Letter Placement

-F- X" | Itis used before the letter ‘y’. Eg: ,uyFad “country.”

-t- t | Itisused at the beginning and in middle of words. Eg: ,unat “body.”

-T- 9 | Itis used at the end of words or when followed by K kor bb. Egs:
, TaA “then” ; ,aCEakT “teaching.”

-v+ D It replaces @ when followed by final MY NEg: ,MVIu ham +,aruha
Words ending in I affix a final V after it. It is also used as the final vowel
after I ‘r’. Eg: ,vratAd “Q Creator!” ,VIatA “O Fire!”

-\ | Itisgenerally used as final vowel. Eg: ,VMmy”; or in the combination UV

-E - € | Itisused as final vowel in Gathas and in the combination Ea ag

-0- 0 Especially in the combination 0a ao.

-N -\ It is used instead of N‘n’ when followed by a guttural or dental consonant.
Egs: ,atSugNa “toe, finger” ; , | NAWC “how many ?”

-?- C | Itisused when the C sound is preceded by I “i’. Eg: ,uh?iad “country”
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-B- W | Itisused for the “v’ sound when it follows D <> and Q ] °.

Eg: ,ayBqgar “timely.”

-S- 8 | Itisused when the ‘sh’ sound is (i) at the end of word., Eg: Siriag “the
mountain” and (ii) followed by C ‘¢’ or t “t’. Eg: ,atSihaW “best”

-C- ™ | Itisused at the beginning and within a word. Eg: ,aCuU“dawn.”

}-b It is used at the beginning and within a word, when followed by the letter
‘v’.Eg:,ay } a“blessed.”

Y - y It is used only at the beginning of words.

It is used only within the word.

“y-y

RYVIRY It is used only at the beginning of words.

It is used only within the words.

-W V
Self study:
Correct the spellings:
Incorrect Correct Incorrect Correct
,uyxad ,uyFad ,uhMiad ,uh?iad
,utnaj ,UtNaj ,ar?a ,arM
,awqgar ,aBgar ,aFah ,ax ah
Exercise:
1. Correct the spellings:
,/Agay mv&
,Uhow taYh

1. SANDHI

In Avesta, nouns, adjectives, participles and other parts of speech are formed by adding
suffixes to roots. Such nouns and adjectives are crude forms which cannot be directly used
in sentences. Before using them in a sentence, appropriate case terminations have to be
added to them. In this process, letters come into contact, and undergo a change, which is
known as Sandhi or Euphony.

Thus, Sandhi is a combination of two or more vowels or consonants resulting in a changed
form. Exceptional cases, when the rules of vowel Sandhi, do not apply, is called

Pragrihya. Eg: .TaA “then”.

There are two types of Sandhi:
1) Vowel Sandhi, in which both the letters are vowels.
2) Consonantal Sandhi, in which both the letters are consonants.
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When one letter is a vowel and the other a consonant, Sandhi does not apply and no
change takes place.

1. Vowel Sandhi

There are four types of Vowel Sandhi :

A. DIRGHA SANDHI,

B. GUNA SANDHI,

C. VRIDDHI SANDHI

D. ANTARGATA SANDHI.
A. DIRGHA SANDHI is a combination of two similar simple vowels resulting in a long
vowel:

A— at a |&—&+ A/ a U—ut u
A—A+ a [l I+ | U—Utu
A— at+ A |l i+ U—u- U
A— A+ A|l I + | U—U+ U
Examples:

“driving away” ,anaApu—anaa+ apu

“having healthy horses” ,aPS Awarc—aps a+ award

“we gave” ,amAgadin—anmA+ Aqgadin

“a field” ,IPArac—inA+ arac

“atree” ,mE&NaWN&+ AnaW

“I poured down” ,er | n—er | + N

“good word” ,atX ljn—atx w th

B. GUNA SANDHI is the combination of two dissimilar vowels, the first one of which is

a and the second is one of the simple vowels:

Ea<—I1/i + a

oa—U u+ a

ra<—Vvr+ a

Examples:

“neither, not here” ,aDEa N« aDi+ an

“Hadokht (Nask)”? ,atx oaDah «atx u aDah

! The underlined letters indicate the letters involved in Sandhi and their result.
2 One of the 21 Nasks.. Literally, “accompanied by the word.”



“to go towards” ,lAd «VIV A
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C VRIDDHI SANDHI is the occassion combination of two dissimilar vowels of which,

the first one is A :

Vriddhi Sandhi also involves the following changes:

A Ifi+ A |2
iA—Ea + a/A
uA—Uu A
uA—oa+ al A
rA—vr#+ A
Examples:

“for Mazda” ,IA dzam«— Ea + Adzam

“for Aura” ,JAruha «<— Ea + aruha

“comes towards” , Et

A —Eti+ A

D. ANTARGATA SANDHI is the combination of two dissimilar vowels

changes into a consonant, and the second vowel remains unchanged.

. The first vowel

ali «— ati Ail  «— A+i Uil <« Ui

ei «—e+i |aw « atu Aw «— A+u
W <« i+u ew «—e+u [Ow «— Ot+u
ar <« atvrv Ar «— A+vrv |Ur <« uvrv
awa <« a+o0a |&wa « &+oalir « i+vrv
Awa — A+oa|aya « a+Ea |[Aya <« A+Ea

Examples:

“speaking thus” ,anajoaytiu <« anajoa + itiu

“opposition” ,arAy tiap <« arA +itiap

“Spityura” (King Jamshed’s brother) ,argytips «—aru+ itipS

“for the holy (lady)” ,iAy noaCa « iA + inoaCa

“from the body”

,Jawnat «— Ta + wat

“oreatly beloved” ,atirf Awh <« atirf A + h

“widely flowing water” ,apAWU <«— apA + Uuu




“small” ,iwsak <« | + 1sak

“time” ,aMAWMZ <« aml +uz

“with the cow/bull” AWaJ <« a + 0ag

“of the cows/bulls” ,M&Wag <« nN& + oag

“pain, affliction” ,at i[d «— at Iﬂ\d

Exercise:
1. Fill in the blanks and name the Sandhi:
“indeed, surely” «— Tiiz
“speaking in accordance” — ItX u+uwa
“approached” —at ﬁpu
“and the women” «— acsa +iriAn
“for the world” — e +WhMa
“to be old” —U+wvz
“for Gathas” — Ea +AdgAg
“spoke forth” «— atx Ml’f

2. Which Vowel Sandhis involve
a. Similar Vowels :

b. Dissimilar VVowels :

2. Consonantal Sandhi
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When two consonants come together in the formation of a word, the first consonant
generally undergoes a change, as per certain rules. This is called Consonantal Sandhi.

Some of the important rules of consonantal sandhi are:

Rule 1:

Whenm/ t / n/w/r [/ C areadded to unaspirate Guttural, Palatal and Labial

consonants, the latter change to their corresponding aspirate forms. If the consonant does

not have a corresponding aspirate form, it changes to X .

mit /n/wr/C+ Aspirate Consonant <— it /n/wr/C + Unaspirate consonant

Examples:
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“poured” ,atx iri <« at + ciri

“divided; apportioned” ,atX ab<«— at + | ab

Rule 2:
When a dental consonant is followed by t -, it changes to S. When a dental consonant is

followed by D- /d-, it changes to Z

ts«—t +D/d/q/ t/T
DzH «— D/d + D/d /q/ t/T

Examples:

“dead” ,ats iri <«—at + qiri

“truth” ,ItS Ar «— it + DAr

“offering” ,aHaym «— ad+ daym

“gift” ,aHad «ad+ qad

Rule 3:
When the last letter of the first word is MY, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is -t , M changes to N .

tIN «— -t + m

Example:

“angry ,atN arg <« at + narg

Rule 4:
When the last letter of the first word is S- / Z-, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is-t , S- or Z- changes to S

tS «-t +s-/2z

Examples:

“venerated; attuned” ,atS aY¥Y <«— at +zaY

“asked; questioned” ,atS rap <«— at + srap
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Rule 5:
When the last letter of the first word is h-, and the first letter of the second

word/terminationis -t , N - changesto S

ts «— -t +h-

Examples:

“he/shefitis” ,ItS a «— It +ha

“he/she wears” ,€ 1S aW+«— et + haW

Rule 6:
When the last letter of the first word is Z-, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is - /- IM)  Z- changesto S or C,

NC /NSorMS— -Nor-m+ z-

Examples:

“veneration” ,ansAY <«—an+ zaY

“arrangement” ,UC ar «—un+ zar

“carrying” ,amaW—am+ zaW

Rule 7:

When the last letter of the first word is I'-, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is - T , the two letters merge to form C . In this rule the second letter
merges with the first, unlike other consonantal sandhis.

C —-t +r-

Examples:

“man” ,dy} am<«—ayt +ram

“Fravashi — Guardian Spirit” ,l Cawarf « it _+rawarf

Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks :

“seed” «— nanrkat |!
“fever; heat” «— Wt pat 2
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“exhilaration” «— it +dam 3
“knowledge” —it +Tic |*
“vomitted” «—at + raW >
“rubbed” —at +zram | °
“teaching” — it +has !
“righteousness” «—at +ra 8

2. Give the Avestan word for :

1 | “poured” 4 | “divided”

2 | “venerated” 5 | “questioned”
3 | “he wears” 6 | “carrying”

[1l. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS

Roots: A root is the basic form of a word. From the root, other parts of speech like nouns,
adjectives, verbs, participles etc. are formed. In Avesta, a root is always monosyllabic,
that is, it contains only one simple vowel. There may or may not be consonants along with
the vowel. The number of consonants in a root may vary from one to four.

A root is indicated by the sign ‘Gdand followed by a dash ‘-’. The dash indicates that a
root is not a complete word. The meaning of a root or any other word has to be placed in
open and closed double inverted commas.

A root by itself is not generally used as a word in a sentence. However, a few roots,
indicated by an asterisk (*) in the following list, can be directly used as nouns:

O-ra  “to obtain; to value; to go; to move” & i “to go; to move”

O pat “to heat” o Ap “to protect”

& ICX “to rule; to shine” & Ans “to bathe”

& 2vivW - “to work” *& Ad “to give; to know; to create”
& Cu “to burn; to shine” *&- caW “to speak”

& vrvk “t0 do” *& jurd “to lie; to hurt; to deceive”
O uts “to praise” *& Irf “to love”

& Ci “to wish” *O-TiC  “to think”

O-SVIVP  “to ask, to inquire” o uY “to join”

& vrvd “to tear” *& ZVIVvb  “to exalt”
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Exercise:

1. Give the roots:

116 “to go,tomove” |5 | & “to exalt”

2|0 “to think” 6 | & “to praise”

3|10 “to bathe” 716 “to wish”

416 “to rule; to shine” |8 | & “to ask, to inquire”

2. Vowel Gradation (Guna and Vriddhi)

We have studied above that every Avestan root has a simple vowel. This simple vowel
has two grades Guna and Vriddhi." A root is generally changed to either of the grades
before being used in a word, as per the constructional requirement of the word. This
change is referred to as vowel gradation.? The transformation of a simple vowel into the

two grades takes place in the following manner:

SIMPLE VOWEL GUNA VRIDDHI
a a A

i/ | Ea3 iA

u/ U oa’ UA

Vv ra rA

Examples :

ROOTS MEANINGS GUNA VRIDDHI
& pat to heat - pat - pAt

& nam “to think” -nam -nAm
& iCX “to rule” -EaCx -iACX
& iS “to lie down” -Eas _ iAS

& Cug 10 hear” -Coag -CuAg
& uh “to pound” -0ah -uAh

& vrvb “to carry” -rab -rAb

& zvrvm “to rub” -zram -zrAm

! Also referred to as full or zero grades respectively.
2 Also known as ablaut grades.

310 in Gathic texts.

* UMn Gathic texts.
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Exercise:
1. Fill in the blanks:

a) The Vriddhi form of &-Mag “to go” is
b) The Guna form of &~ SVIVP “to ask” is

c) The Guna form of & Irf  “to love” is

d) The Vriddhi form of &- UtS “to praise” is

2. Arrange in your note-book the roots studied above in alphabetical order.

3. Give the Guna and Vriddhi forms of the following roots:

ROOT GUNA FORM VRIDDHI FORM
L O- nat “to stretch”
2 O- VIVES “to spread”
e jab “to divide
4 & N “to lead
> O Urdto speak”
° & IP “to nourish”
. O- Ur'S*to hear”
8. O VIVP©to cross”

V. NOUNS

1. Primary and Secondary Nouns

Most nouns are formed by adding suffixes to the root. Before taking the suffix, the roots
may be graded. A noun thus formed is called a base/stem or crude form, and it needs to be
inflected before being used in a sentence. The two types of Nouns are: Primary and
Secondary.

1) Primay Nouns: When nouns are formed by adding suffixes to roots, they are called
Primary Nouns. There are several suffixes which form primary nouns. The root may have
to be graded before adding the suffix. Some primary nouns:

Root + | Noun suffix g Primary Noun
o-ma “to be " la g ,aMa&‘courage”
courageous”




Root Noun suffix g Primary Noun

O-cat “to flow” vra g vracat “flow”

o Ip “to nourish” ut g ,utip “fo0d”

& Urz«to age” anA g |.,anAwrztime”

& uh “o pound” ana g ,anaWAH “time  of
pounding.” The first Geh.

& Cl “to throw” u g UCIH “arrow”

& ha “to exist, to be” u g ,uha “existence”

& zar “to do justice; un g |.unCar “truth

to arrange”

Specific Noun suffixes: Some Primary noun suffixes are used for specific purposes.

a. Suffix rat - forms Agentive nouns. Egs:

“one who pours libations” chief priest” ,fatoaz *<«— rat - + “to pour” & L&

“one who nourishes; father” ,yatip <«— rat - + “to nourish” & Ip

b. Suffix S i- forms Neuter nouns which are indeclinable. Egs:

“a mat” > ,SIr (I )ats — Si- +%0 spread” O- rats

“weapon™ ,SIQ (1)ans« Si- +“ocut’® Qans

c. Suffix NMa forms Neuter nouns. Egs:

“a thought” ,NManar- hMa + “to think” & nam

“throne” ,NMasa«— hMa + “to sit” & Sa

d. Suffix TAL - forms Abstract feminine nouns. Egs:

“immortality” , TAtvIvma«— TAL - + “to be immortal” & VIvma

! The root has been changed to its Vrdhhi form and then the suffix is added.

% The root is changed to its Guna form.

® Epenthesis.
* Epenthesis.
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“perfection” ,TAtawruah < TAt - + «all, entire” ,awruah

2) Secondary Nouns: When nouns are formed by adding suffixes to nominal bases. They
are called Secondary Nouns. Egs:

“Lord of existence” ,aruhaY alr + “life; world; existence” uha
“mankind” ,akKAy } am<«— aka + “man” @y } am

V. ADJECTIVES

Adjectives in Avesta always agree in gender, number and case with the nouns they
qualify. There are two main types of Adjectives — Simple and Derivative.
1. Simple adjectives: They are derived directly from roots. Egs:

Root + Adj. suffix Adjective
“to be beautiful” & irs |+ ar- “beautiful” ,arirs
“to be good” O haw + u “good” .uhaWor ,uhOW
“to hasten” O Sa + u “swift’  ,USA

2. Derivative Adjectives: They are derived from nouns by adding adjectival suffixes like
ay-, ank, Taw, naw, TNaw-, Tam or TNam Egs:

Noun + | Adj. suffix g Adjective

., TSa “bone; matter” T | Taw g ,Tawtsa “material; corporeal”
,fan“man” +lay- g | ,ayrian“manly”
,aMma“courage” | TNaw- g , TNawamacourageous; strong”
Jusan<dir, fith> | T | Tam g |, Tamusafiithy; having pollution”

Degrees of Adjectives

The Comparative and Superlative degrees of adjectives are formed by adding terminations
to the adjectives. There are two sets of terminations. Generally adjectives ending in

Taw and a- take the first set of terminations and adjectives ending in U and

consonants take the second set. Very rarely an adjective may take terminations from two
different sets.
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First set: The Comparative degree is formed by adding arat - and the Superlative

degree is formed by adding @MVE  to the adjective. Egs:

Superlative degree

Comparative degree

ADJECTIVE

,amvtsawama aratsawama “strong”, T awama
“strongest.” "strong er”,

. amvtOrGu ,aratOrGEI “vigorous” ,arGu

“most vigorous.” “more vigorous.”

,amvtsawarqvrvW, ,aratsawarqvrvW | “victorious” , Tawargqvrv\\

“most victorious”

“more victorious”

Second set: The Comparative degree is formed by adding hMay and the Superlative

degree is formed by adding atSi - to the stem from which the adjective is derived.

Egs:

Superlative degree

Comparative degree

ADJECTIVE

“best” ,atSi haW

“better” ,NMayhaW

“swiftest” ,atSisA

“swifter” ,nMaysA

“swift” ,USA

“greatest” ,atSizam

“greater” ,NMayzam “great” ,ZaMm

Note that final Uis dropped in the first two adjectives in both the degrees

Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks:

1 “legal” ,aytiAd «— + “law” ,atAd

2' (19954 2 (1594 2
righteous” ,NawaCa « + “righteousness” ,aCa

2. Give Comparative and superlative degrees with meanings of :

«—

«—

Y “holy” ,TawaCa set)
Y cnear” ,dzan(llset)

! Phonetic change - final @ changes to 0.

“good” ,U hOAr uhMaW
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V1. GENDERS

The Avesta has three genders — Masculine, Feminine and Neuter. Words designating male
and female beings are masculine and feminine respectively. Words designating inanimate
objects, abstract nouns and concepts are not always neuter, and may be masculine or
feminine. In Avesta genders are grammatical and not natural, that is, they do not always
indicate sex.

There is no rule to ascertain the genders. Words designating male and female can be easily
identified. Eg.:

Masculine: ,arqup “son”, ,fatip “father”, ,ratArb “brother”, ,FaN“man”
Feminine: ,raDGUddaughter”, JTatAm “mother”, ,rahMaX“sister”, ,IriAn “a
woman’

In some cases, genders may be ascertained by suffixes. Eg.: ral - indicates masculine,

TAt - and it - indicate feminine and hMa, hMan nam, vra and Si -
indicate neuter genders.

Changing to feminine gender: Masculine and neuter words can be changed to the
feminine gender by adding a suffix, depending on the base of the word:

1. When a word ends in a-, feminine is formed by substituting final & by A or | . Egs:

Masculine Adjective / Noun

Feminine Adjective / Noun

,amxat “strong”

Amxat — “strong”

,akAyn “grandfather”

,AkAyn “grandmother”

.awEad “a demon”

IwWEad “ademoness”

,aCEam <“aram”

JCEam <“aewe”

2. When a word ends in UU , feminine is formed by adding | to it. Egs:

Masculine Adjective / Noun

Feminine Adjective / Noun

,UQVIvp “wide”

IBQVrvp  “wide”

,uzaY “youthful”

JdwzaY “youthful”

3. When a word ends in hMay- feminine is formed by substituting it by | hey -.

Egs.:

Masculine Adjective / Noun Feminine Adjective / Noun
,hMayzam‘greater” iy heyzam “greater”
,hMayhaW‘better” A heyhaW “better”
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4. When a word ends in any consonant, feminine is formed by adding | - = to it. Egs.:
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Masculine Adjective / Noun

Feminine Adjective / Noun

, amusaiithy”

| tlamusan “filthy”

,nawaCarighteous”

I noaCa “righteous”

JratArq I rQArq  “nourisher”

“nourisher”

Exercise:
1. Form the feminine of the following words:

Masculine Feminine

L} arirs “beautiful”

2 ,uh MaWood”

,apSa “horse”

,Tawatsa “material”

,AMayjoa “stronger”

VII. DECLENSIONS

In Avesta, a noun, adjective, participle or pronoun in its original form is considered a
crude form, which cannot be directly used in a sentence. Case terminations are added to
the crude form before it could be used in a sentence. These case terminations serve as
preposition/postpositions like to, with, for and from. They also indicate the number
(singular/dual/plural) of the noun. Adding these case terminations to the crude form is
called DECLENSION.? In all, there are eight cases of declensions, each having three
numbers.

Nouns, adjectives, participles and pronouns are categorized on the basis of their last letter
(base), or cluster of letters and gender, which is called the base of the word. Hence the

base of the word ,arquUP “son” is @- Masculine. Bases are sub-divided into vowel
bases and consonant bases.

! | - is added to the weaker base, whenever the word shows two bases.

% This is similar to the eight Karak in the Hindi language: Karta — ne, Karma — ko, Karna — se, Sampradan —
ke liye, Apadan se, Sambandh —k U/  KAdhikarak -eme / par, Sambandh — are/oh




1. General Case Terminations
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The following is a standard table of general case terminations to be added to the base/stem
of the word, which may have to be modified. For each base/stem, these terminations may
vary from case to case:

CASES Prepositions | Indicates SINGULAR | DUAL PLURAL
1 | Nominative | - Subject S-1 oS -2 Crude form / sa-
a_
2 | Accusative | to dir_ect m Crude form / sa-
object a-
3 | Instrumental | by, with means, Crude form / avb- Sib-
instrument a- y
ISI -
4 | Dative to, for indirect _
object Ea ayb- Oyb
5 | Ablative from, separation T@-y ayb- Oyb
6 | Genitive of/ possgssmn/ sa-or | /Iy - | m&
apostrophe s | relation
='s) eh - /m&R*
7 | Locative in, at, | location i- e - |So ay - Jawh-
towards, on
ay - uG
fuh
8 | Vocative Oh! direct Crude form / a- sa-
address

S_

Crude form is used for vowel bases and

Note:

a- is added to consonantal bases.

1. Irregular forms, variations and exceptions have not been dealth in this book.
2. Highly irregular bases bases like O-, p- and n have not been covered.

! Used after & and A

2 Used for | and U

3 Q- is used for consonantal bases.

*mM& s used for consonantal bases and M&RA s used for vowel bases.
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3. Indeclinable words do not take any case terminations and are used in sentences in their
crude forms. These are words ending in V& like ,vranad«coin”, ,Vrawh “sun”,

,VraWAZ“strength”, ,vrafaz “mouth” and SI - like ,Siriats “mat”.

4. The declined forms of some of the bases given in examples are hypothetical. They may
not make sense or meaning, as all words do not occur in every case and number. For
instance, a proper noun can never be in dual or plural form.

2. Vowel Bases

1. Bases ending in @- Masculine

,2arqup “son”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,Orqup? ,arqup ,OhMIrqup 2
The son The two sons The sons
Accusative ’mvrqup's ,arqup N&aqup
To the son To the two sons To the sons
Instrumental arqup aybiEarqup | ,SiA rqup
With the son With the two sons With the sons
Dative JArqup .aybiEarqup | ,OybiEarqup
For the son For the two sons For the sons
Ablative TArqup ,aybiEarqup | ,OybiEarqup
From the son From the two sons From the sons
Genitive .eharqup lyarqup * ,m&narqup
Of the son Of the two sons Of the sons
Locative erqup ° ,Oyarqup JUCEarqup
At/in the son At/in the two sons At/in the sons
Vocative arqup ,arqup ,OhMlrqup
Oh! Son Oh! The two sons Oh! the sons

' Final S is retained only if the word is followed by an enclitic particle, as in ,acSarqup, otherwise

Sa-ischanged to O,

2Ina baseand A base the termination S& changes to @- on account of complex linguistic rules.

® Adjectives ending in @Y change the ending to ml

* This is a variation from the general case termination.
® In some cases, like this one, the final vowel is dropped.
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Some other words of the base a- Masculine
,arUha“lord” ,amoah “Haoma” Pr. noun ,ariW “man”
.atsaz “hand” ,argim Mithra - Proper noun ,aw } am“man”
,apsSa “horse” atSu - “bliss” ,akrhVW‘wolf’
;aCvma‘immortal” ,ansayadzam‘Mazdayasna” ,athpS “beneficent”

2. Bases ending in @- Neuter

,aCa “Righteousness”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative mvCa aCa aCa
Accusative ‘mvCa aCa aCa
Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in a- Masculine.
Vocative ,mvCa ,aCa ,aCa
Some other words of the base a- Neuter.
,atAd “law ,arqaCx “kingdom” ,arDvxah “friendship”
,argoa nCx “propitiation” | ,anAMfhouse” ,angoaw } “action”

.aGaor ,aka “evil”

,ayBgara “untimely”

atS iha Wbest”

Note: There are no cases ending in d- Feminine.

Exercise:

1. Give the declensions with meanings of ,aNAMBase:

2

Meaning: “

CASES SINGULAR

DUAL

PLURAL




3. Bases ending in A- Masculine

,Adzam«All-knowing”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ldzam ,OhMIldzam
Accusative .m&dzam ‘n&dzam
Instrumental Adzam SibAdzam
Dative JiAdzam ,OybAdzam
Ablative TAdzam ,OybAdzam
Genitive ldzam ,m&nadzam
Locative JAdzam ,awhAdzam
Vocative adzani ,OhMIldzam

Some other words of the base ,A- Masculine

LAdZud “evil giving”

Ad-ICU “intellect- giving”

,Ayz - Orgim-promise-breaker”

JAd-aCa “righteousness-giving”

,Ad uhM a\f\éood giving”

/AtSEaqar

“warrior”’

4. Bases ending in A- Feminine
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ArSa  “weapon”
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative artSa .artSa rtSa
Accusative mé&rtSa .artSa rtSa
Instrumental ,ayartSa ,ay bArtSa SibArtSa
Dative JiAyartSa ,aybArtSa ,OybArtSa
Ablative ,TAyartSa ,aybArtSa ,OybArtSa
Genitive JlyartSa - ,m&nartSa
Locative ,ayartSa - ,UhArtSa
Vocative artSa artSa rtSa

! Irregular form.
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Note: Final A- is replaced by Ay a/aya in singular bases from Instrumental to

Locative.

Some other words of the base A- Feminine.

,AnEad “religion; conscience”

ArUs “brave”

,Arqoaz  “libation”

,AQAJ “Gatha; song”

,Aki niak “maiden” ,AWZih “tongue”

JAQEag  “world”

AKiriap — “fairy” JArawru “plant”

,AI’QiOd “eye”

,Aki AN “woman” ,Anvg“woman”

Note: There are no cases ending in A- Neuter.

Exercise:

1. Give the cases, numbers and meanings of the following words:

Case

Number

Meaning

JAyanEad

, TAyagAg

,uhAgEag

,aybArqiOd

,OhMIdZud

;mé&natSEaqgar

,m&nanqow }

.ehatAd

,Orgim

,m&naCvma

2. Give the Avesta words for

Meanings

Avesta word

Of righteousness

With two hands

Of the religion

From the house

For the warriors

The two kingdoms

For the two horses




5. Bases ending in i- Masculine

Jiriag “Mountain”
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CASES7 SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,Sir iag jiriag ,Oyarag
Accusative ,m riag iriag ,Oyarag
Instrumental iriag ,aybiriag ,Sibiriag
Dative .eVrag ,aybiriag ,Oybirnag
Ablative ,TiOrag ,aybiriag ,Oybirag
Genitive ,SiOr ag - ,m&nirag
Locative ,arag - ,uCiriag
Vocative jiriag Jiriag ,Oyarag
Some other words of the base 1- Masculine

‘Clord,’l

Jitiap

JirtSugaraz “A Zoroastrian”

1Za “serpent”

LIt is declined irregularly.




6. Bases ending in i -

Feminine
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Bases ending in i- Feminine are declined in the same way as 1- Masculine, but

there is no Dual number and no Locative case. Some words of the base 1- Feminine:

ICa “blessing”

JtlamrA  Armaiti “right-minded”

JItiC

“dwelling”

Jtiuyatu  “strength”

JCawarf “Guardian Spirit”

JACIWVE “capability”

7. Bases ending ini-  Neuter

JinCxoar “Light”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative JinCxoar ,inCx oar inCxoar
Accusative JinCxoar inCxoar inCxoar
Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in - Masculine.
Vocative inCxoar JinCxoar JinCxoar
Some other words of the base 1-  Neuter.
riub “prosperity” IACU “ intellect” iCa “eye”

8. Bases ending in U Masculine

,uSap “animal”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,Susap ,usap ,Owasap
Accusative ,midap ,usap ,Owasap
Instrumental ,usap ,aybusap ,Sibusap
Dative ,ewsap ,aybusap ,Oybusap
Ablative ,Toasap ,aybusap ,Oybusap
Genitive ,SuVsap Jwsap ,m&nusap
Locative ,awasap ,Soayusap ,uCusap
Vocative - - -
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Some other words of the base U Masculine

;JUhNBW«good” | ,uyaWwind> | ,UyAp “protection”

,UzAbarm” ,UdNIh “India” | ,uh(N& “life; world; lord”

Note: U+ base Mas. words ending in Ut- like ,utar “lord”, ,utarx <wisdom”,
JUtAQ “place” and ,ULAY “sorcerer” have a weaker form (- Bgar , -Bgarx

-BgAg ,-BgAY) in the following bases: Instrumental, Dative, Genitive and
Locative singular, and Genitive plural.

9. Bases ending in 4 Feminine

;unat “body”

Bases ending in U Feminine are declined in the same way as U Masculine from
Nominative to Ablative. There is no Dual number.

Genitive ‘Ownat ‘m&nunat
Locative Jiwnat ‘uCunat
Vocative unat Owanat

Some words of the base b Feminine

;uh?iad “country” ,usanputridity”

10. Bases ending in U Neuter

,UruAd-«wood”
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,uruAd ,uruAd ,uruAd
Accusative ,uruAd ,uruAd ,uruAd
Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in U Masculine.
Vocative ,uruAd ,uruAd ,uruAd

Other word of the base U Neuter: ,UQVIVPbroad”
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3. Consonantal Bases

The rules for forming declensions of bases ending in consonants are somewhat different
from Vowel bases. Though the same general case terminations are appended to both, there
are certain differences:

1) Some consonantal bases have Changeable and Unchangeable forms. Changeable bases
have strong and weak forms. The Nominative and Accusative forms are considered strong
and the rest are weak. Some Vocatives and plurals of Instrumental, Dative and Ablative
cases may either be strong or weak. Unchangeable bases include a single letter or cluster

of letters where bases end in suffixes like nam, hMa and TAL -

2) The final letter or group of letters is dropped in some cases (Nominative and VVocative
singulars, Instrumental, Dative and Ablative plurals).

3) In Instrumental singular forms, @- is added to the base, unlike in vowel bases where
the crude forms are generally used.

Apart from the declensions of bases given below there are other bases which are quiet
irregular and hence not given in this book. They are : M} base, P- base and S- base.

1. Bases ending in T(Na )- Masculine
,TNarabst); ,Tarabwk) “Carrying”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative Orab ,OtNarab
Accusative ‘mvtNarab .OtNarab
Instrumental atarab SibTarab
Dative .etiarab ,OybTarab
Ablative ,Tatarab ,OybTarab
Genitive Otarab ,m&tarab
Locative itiarab -
Vocative Orab ,OtNarab

(Some other words of the base T(N@ )- Masculine

, TN asaj “coming, going” , TNanaWconquering”

, TN ayaCx “ruling” , TN aWj “living”

, TNaward /,TNawgvrd “evil; wicked”




2. Bases ending in T(At )- Feminine

, TAtawruah Knordad (Lit. “Perfection”)
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CASES | SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative | s Atawruah AtA wruah | ,OtAtawruah
Accusative | mytAtawruah | ,AtA wruah | ,OtAtawruah
Instrumental AtA wruah - -

Dative etiAtawruah | ,aybTawruah -
Ablative | Tatatawruah - -

Genitive | OtAtawruah | ,sAtawruah |,m&tatawruah
Locative | avtiAtawruah - -
Vocative - - -

Some other words of the base , T(At )- Feminine

, TAtatvrvma Amardad (Lit.“immortality”) , TAtEawaY “cternity”

,TAtS&Y } XU “growth, waxing”

,TAtamvtarf “forwardness”

,TAtS&SfVI’Vﬂ “decrease, waning”

3. Bases ending in T(@W)- Neuter
. TawamaPowerful, strong”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative - Tawama . atawama
Accusative - Tawama ,2atawama
Instrumental .atawama SibTawama
Dative ,etiawama ,OybTawama
Ablative ,Tatawama |,OybTawama
Genitive ,Otawama ,m&tawama
Locative Jitiawama -
Vocative . Tawama ,atawama

Another word of the base ,T(avv)- Neuter:

,Tawatsa “material; corporeal”




4. Bases ending in ** Masculine

,nawacCa (st); ,noaCa (wk) “Righteous, holy”
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CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative awaCa .anawaCa .OnawaCa
Accusative ,mvnawaCa |,anawaCa ,OnawaCa
Instrumental anoaCa . SibawaCa
Dative ,enoaCa - ,OybawaCa
Ablative ,TanoaCa - ,OybawaCa
Genitive OnoaCa - ,m&noaCa
Locative - - -
Vocative ‘MuACa - .OnawaCa
Some other words of the base I+ Masculine:

nawargA (st); Nawr); naway (s

,Jnuruagawk) “priest”

, AUIrgwk) “soul”

,noay’ (wk) “youth”

5. Bases ending in * Feminine

niniak“A maiden”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative iniak ,Onlniak
Accusative mvniniak .Onlniak
Instrumental aniniak .Sibiniak
Dative .eniniak ,Oybiniak
Ablative ,Taniniak ,Oybiniak
Genitive ,Oniniak ,m&niniak
Locative -

Vocative -

Another word of the base It Feminine : ,napaCx (st); ,nfaCx (wk) “night”
(Note: Here Instr. to Gen. singular & Nom., Accus.& Gen. plural take the weak base.)




6. Bases ending in M@IT)- Neuter

N amAdCreation”
CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,am8d ,n&mAd
Accusative am & n&m Ad
Instrumental ,anamAd ,SibVmAd
Dative .eniamAd ,OybamAd
Ablative LhamAd ,Oybamd
Genitive ,OnamAd ,m&namAd
Locative JiniamAd ,awhamAd
Vocative _ _

Some other words of the base I{AIT)- Neuter.

.namsvrab

“Ceremonial implement.”

,namCac-eye”

.NamAfhame”

o

,NamAr <oy”

.namxah “friend”

7. Bases ending in I'- Masculine
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,fan “Man”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative An aran Oran
Accusative mvran _ Oran
Instrumental aran _ Sibvran
Dative .erian - ,Oybwin
Ablative Taran ,aybvran ,Oybvri
Genitive Sran Iran ‘mé&ran
Locative irian - -
Vocative vian _ ’ Oran

Another word of the base I'-

Y Irregular.

Masculine : ,ratS “star”




44

8. Bases ending in r(at )- Masculine
Jatoaz (st); ,rqoaz (wk) “Chief Priest”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,atoaz ,OrAtoaz

Accusative ,mvrAtoaz ,OrAtoaz

Instrumental ,arqoaz Sibvratoaz

Dative ,ergoaz ,Oybvratoaz

Ablative ,Tarqoaz ,Oybvratoaz

Genitive ,Orqoaz ,m&rqoaz

Locative - -

Vocative vratoaz ,OrAtoaz

Some other words of the base r(at )- Masculine :

Jratip  “father” JatArq “nourisher”
,ratAd “giver” TatA “fire”
,ratAp “protector” ,ratArb “brother”

9. Bases ending in h (MaB- Masculine
,AMaBDad (st) ,Sugad (wk) “Creator”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative IBDad ,OhMIBDad
Accusative .mvhMIBDad |,OhMIBDad
Instrumental ,aCugad .Slb ZUdad
Dative ,eCugad -
Ablative ,TaCugad -
Genitive ,OCugad ,m&Cugad
Locative - -
Vocative IBDad -

Other word of the base h (MaB- Masculine: ,hMaBDiW(st) ,SuqiW (wk)

“learned, wise one”
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10. Bases ending in h (M® Neuter
,hMananwind, thought”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,Onam Inam
Accusative ,Onam JInam
Instrumental .ahManam .SibVnam
Dative ,ehManam ,OybVnam
Ablative ,TahManam | ,OybVnam
Genitive ,OhManam ,m&hManam
Locative ihanam ,awhOnam
Vocative - -

Some other words of the base h (l\/lal- Neuter:

, hMacaWvord” , hMamvtdarkness”
,hMamvmomage” .hMacoaright”
,hM aj OQA “strength” ;hManvraXivine energy”’

,hManEaharm, injury”

Note: Apart from the regular bases of declensions given above, there are other bases like

m,h- and P -, mostly with irregular forms.

Exercise:

1. Give the case, number and meaning of the following words:

Case

Number

Meaning

,Os3aj

.etiawrd

., TanamCac

.ehManEa

.eniamxah

,m&nfaCx

.etiAtEawaY




VIIl. PRONOUNS

In Avesta there are six types of Pronouns :
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1. Personal Pronouns

2. Demonstrative Pronoun

3. Relative Pronoun

4. Reflexive Pronoun

5 Interrogative Pronoun

6. Pronominal Adjectives

All the pronouns are declined as per the rules of declensions, however, they are highly
irregular. Here only the declensions of Personal Pronouns are given. Except for the First
and Second Personal Pronouns, the Gender is distinguished in all other Pronouns.

1. Personal Pronouns:

First Personal Pronoun ,MVZaT”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative mvzar ,mEaW‘We”

Accusative ME&M,AM “me” Vn ;,0n; ,amha “us”
Instrumental - -

Dative iOm,em“for me” ,Vn ;,0n; ,iA mha«“for us”
Ablative , Tam«from me” , Tamhafrom us”

Genitive iOm,em-<my” ,VnOn; ,mvkAmhaour”
Locative - -

Vocative - -

Second Personal Pronoun ,mUt“thou

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative ,mUt Ut “thou” ,MvZUY <“you”

Accusative ,m&Bq “thee” ,V\AOWyou”

Instrumental | - -

Dative IOt et “for thee” ,V\AOWAybiamCUY“for you”
Ablative ,Tan “from thee” ,TamCUY“ﬁom you”

Genitive | iOt ;,et j,awat “ty" | ,VW,0W: ,mvkAmMCU Y¥your”
Locative - -

vocative | mywt, Ut <O Thout” |~

Third Personal Pronoun — Masculine ,at  “he

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative ,Oh ;,\h “he” ,iOt el “they”

Accusative | mid - mvt “him” |, (@C)S&t :,SI d “them”




Instrumental

AL “with him” ,SIAt  “with them”
Dative 10h;,eh “for him” ,OybiEat “for them”
Ablative eh  “fom him” ,OybiEat “from them”
Genitive eC :.eh “nis” -
Locative - -
Vocative - -

Third Personal Pronoun — Feminine ,At  “she”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative At Ah “she” Slh It “they”
Accusative M&t “her” Slh It “them”
Instrumental - -

Datlve ,IOh ’ ’eh “for her” -

Ablative - -

Genitive eh “her 3

Locative - -

Vocative - -

Third Personal Pronoun — Neuter , T at “it »

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative Tat it AL “they”
Accusative Tat “woit AL “to them”

The rest of the cases are same as Third Personal Pronoun — Masculine.

2. Demonstrative Pronoun:
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Masculine Feminine Neuter Meaning
atEa AtEa TatEa “this, that”
,awa ,Awa ,Tawa “that”
.ami Ami Tami “this”

,a or ,MEa - - “this”

3. Relative Pronoun: “which, who”

,aY (Masculine); ,AY (Feminine); ,TaY /,Tayh (Neuter)

4, Reflexive Pronoun : “self”
,awhor ,aX (Masculine & Neuter) “self, himself, itself

,AWh or ,AX (Feminine) “self, herself”
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5 Interrogative Pronoun : “who, when, what, which, why ?”
,ak (Masculine); ,AK (Feminine); , Tak (Neuter)

6. Pronominal Adjectives:

Masculine & Neuter Feminine Meaning
,apsiw ApsiW every, all
ayna Ayna “other, another”
,awruah Awruah “whole, entire”

Note: All pronouns have to be declined before being used in a sentence.

Self Study: Declined forms of pronoun which occur in basic Zoroastrian prayers:

Word Pronoun Case Number | Meaning
iAmha Demonstrative | Dative Singular For /unto this; unto him”
! & Personal
miY Relative Accusative | Singular Who
mvk Interrogative | Accusative | Singular Who, which?
oY Relative Nominative | Singular Who
iAmhayY Relative Dative Singular For whom
iAmhak Interrogative | Dative Singular For whom?
ehMeY Relative Genitive Singular Of / among whom
IyFaX Reflexive Genitive Singular Of the self
m&napsi\/\ Pronominal Genitive Plural Of / among all
! Adjective
mVyna Pronominal Accusative | Singular To another
Exercise:

1. Identify the types of pronouns and its gender and give its meaning:

Word

Type of pronoun

Gender

Meaning

,apsiw

,SIAL

JAwh

,awruah

,Tami
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IX. NUMERALS

The numerals in Avesta are expressed only in words. There are no figures to indicate the
numerals. The following are the Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers. All numerals have to be
declined before being used in a sentence.

CARDINAL NUMBERS

,awEa One ,nasadSawCx Sixteen
,awd Two ,nasadatpah Seventeen
irg Three ,nasadatSa Eighteen

uvaBgac Four

.nasadawarineteen

,nacNap Five

JtiasiWw  Twenty

,SawCXx  Six ,fasirq Thirty
,natpah  Seven ,atasvraBgac Forty
,natSa Eight ,atasAcNap Fifty
,nawan Nine JtSawCx  Sixty
.nasad Ten JitiAtpah Seventy
;nasadNawEa Eleven JItIAtSa Eighty

‘nasadawd Twelve

JItia wanNinety

,nasadirq Thirteen

,atas Hundred

,nasadurgac Fourteen

.arMazahthousand

,nasadacNap Fifteen

vrawEabTen-thousand




50
ORDINAL NUMBERS

They signify order of occurrence. They are derived from cardinal numbers.

,ayrioap First ,asadawd Twelfth
,aytib  second ,asadirq  Thirteenth
,aytirq  Third ,asadurgac Fourteenth
,ayriut  Fourth ,asadacNap Fifteenth
,aDxup Fifth ,asadSawCx  Sixteenth
,AWLSX  Sixth ,asadatpah  seventeenth
,aQatpah seventh ,asadatSa  Eighteenth
,amvtSa Eighth ,asadawanNineteenth
,amUANNinth ,amvts&siW Twentieth
,amvsad Tenth ,atasirq Thirtieth
,asadNawEa Eleventh

Exercise:
1. Transliterate into Avesta, and identify the declined forms of ordinal numbers therein:

bityd vZ] wyo, ] rityd ava-tanuyo, thirya a”a vahi8ta, pux a vispa vohi
mazda ata a”a-ci] ra, x&vo ya9 ahmi xratu8 hapta] 6 xratumY a8DOmo ya9
ahmi ci&i8 naumo cistivY.

Transliteration:

Ordinal Numbers:

Second: Third:
Fourth: Fifth:
Sixth: Seventh:
Eighth: Ninth:
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X. VERBS

Verbs are words that show action. In Avesta, the verbal formss indicate person (First,
second or third), numbers (Singular, dual or plural), tense (Present, past, future etc.) and
sometimes also auxiliary verbs (may, might, can, could etc.). Verbs are formed by adding
personal verbal terminations to infinitive bases/stems, which are modified forms of roots.

Adding personal verbal terminations
In Avesta verbs are formed by adding terminations of any of the eight tenses or moods.
These eight tenses or moods are further divided in two groups:
A. Conjugational or Special Tenses and Moods: Their personal verbal terminations are
added to infinitive bases/stems formed on the basis of the special rules of “Ten classes of
Conjugation.” Hence they are also called Special Tenses and Moods. They are:
1. Present Tense
2. Imperfect Tense (Generally signifies Past Tense)
3. Imperative Mood (Signifies order or command)
4. Potential Mood (Signifies Request)

B. Non-Conjugational or General Tenses and Moods: Their personal verbal
terminations are added to the infinitive bases/stems formed by a rule applied generally to
all roots. Hence they are also called General Tenses and Moods.

1. Future Tense

2. Perfect Tense

3. Aorist Tense (Signifies Past Perfect Tense)

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood (Signifies Blessings)

1. Ten Classes of Conjugation

Every Avestan root belongs to one of the ten classes of Conjugation. A special base,
referred to as a tense stem, is formed from the root, depending on the class to which it
belongs. To this stem, the terminations of Conjugational Tenses and Moods are added.
The ten classes are sub-divided into Thematic and Non-thematic (or athematic) Classes.

Thematic Classes : Classes I, 1V, VI and X constitute the Thematic classes. These bases

end in @- and have a standard base, that is they do not have strong and weak forms.

Class | Rules for forming the base Egs.
! a- is added to the Guna form of | - arab— a- +rab—to carry” &- v\
the root.
V'l ay - is added to the root. -ayzvrv\W- ay - +4to work” & ZVIv\W|
Vi a- is added to the root. -azaY « a- +“to venerate” & zaY
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Class | Rules for forming the base Egs.

aya- is added to the Guna or | -ayarAp « aya - +“to cross”0- VIV
Vriddhi* form of the root.

- ayaDoab«< aya - +“to know”& Duk

Non-thematic Classes: Classes II, 1ll, V, VII, VIII and IX constitute Non-Thematic
classes. Its bases have strong and weak forms. The roots in their original forms are
regarded as weak bases.

Class | Rules for forming the base Egs.

I Personal terminations are . oy
directly added to the strong ha —to be, exist G-ha

or weak form of the root. . Y A
Strong bases are formed by | (5t)- 0&rM (wk)- Urm- «to speak” & Urm

gunating the root.

- : i
i Root is Reduplicated (st)- Adad —<to give/create/know” O Ad

(wk)- dad
Vi lun wk) 7 oant (st) s | (wk)- UNVIVKUNE “to do” & VIVK
added to the root. (st)- 0anvrvk
VIE N - wiran st) — inserted | (wk)- CNiri - «<to pour” & Ciri
into the body of the root . e
before the last consonant (st) =Caniri,
3 . . ~ .
VIIE 1 styoa-/wk) U is added | (st) 0@nNi; (wk) - UNi— U + “to injure” O N
to the root.
X lan‘isaddedtotheroot. | -anirf —an + “wolove” & Ir f

Note: A second example for each class is in the Self study which follows.
Rarely, a root may belong to more than one class and thus form their base in more than
one way. For Eg: & ZUQ*“to hide, to conceal” belongs to Class I as well as Class VL.

Self study:
1. Give the bases of the following roots according to the ten classes of Conjugation:

| Root | Base

! The vowel in the root is changed to its Guna form when it is a penultimate short vowel (except - ). The

vowel is changed to its Vriddhi form when it is final or when the penultimate vowel is @- The vowel

remains unchanged when the root contains more than two consonants.
2 Reduplication means repeating some letters of the root according to certain rules. See Ch. XIII “Some
General Rules” for details.

® The roots of this class almost always end in It

4 At before the terminations IM-,am , iham-, Ediam .




1O Ubto become”

-awab

2O-UtS “to praise”

(st) —oats , (wk) —uts

3O id Oto see”

(st)- Eadid , (wk)- did

‘G-Daj “to beseech” -ayDiaj
‘O.qiri “to pass; to flow” -ayqiri
‘G- DUY “to fight” -ayDiuY

5O Ur'S “to hear”

(st) - 0aNUIrs(wk) —UNUrs

5O-uh “to pound”

(st)- oanuh(wk)- unuh

G SVIVP “to ask”

-asvrvp

G TiC “to think”

(st) - Tanicg (wk) —TNic

8O nat “to stretch”

(st) - oanat. (wk) —unat

'O uh “to procreate” (evil)

-anuh

03 dN icS “to break”

-ayad N ics

& diW “to learn”

-ayadEaW
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2. Conjugational Tenses and Moods

Each of the four Conjugational Tenses or Moods is formed by adding the personal verbal
terminations to the base formed according to the rules of Ten Classes of Conjugation.

There are two sets of termination for each of the four Tenses or Moods because each verb
is conjugated in two pada “steps”:

1. Parasmaipada (literally voice or step for another).! It is used when the action of the
verDb, or its consequence tends to a person or thing other than the doer.

2. Atmanepada (literally voice or step for one’s self).? It is used when the action of the
verb, or its consequence, is confined to the doer.

This rule is however not universally valid.

The two padas do not express any particular meaning while being translated. Most roots

are conjugated both in Parasmaipada and Atmanepada. However, the root G-zaY is
conjugated in atmanepada only.

1. Present Tense
Personal Verbal terminations of PRESENT TENSE are added to the base of the root,
formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation.
Parasmaipada

Singular Dual Plural
| Person im- ihaw - iham-
Il Person in - - aq /at -
111 Person it - Oq /Ot - itN(a) _3
Atmanepada
Singular Plural
| Person e - ediam -
Il Person eh - eyud _
[11 Person et - etN(a) _

Self study: 1. Prepare the Paradigm of 16/I’Vb‘t0 carry”.

Class I, base - arab
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Dual Plural
! JimArab jihawArab ihamArab
“| carry” “We two carry” “We carry”

L1t is also referred to as Active voice
2 1t is also referred to as Middle voice

® &, given in brackets, is used when the base is not ending in a-

* Terminations starting with m / wand followed by a vowel, change the final a- of the base to A-
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. jiharab - ,aQarab
“Thou carriest” “You carry”

o itiarab Otarab JitNvrab
“He/she/it carries” “They two carry” “They carry”

Atmanepada

Person | Singular Plural

I “I carry” .eriab “We carry” ,ediamArab

. “Thou carriest” ,eharab i

I “He/she/it carries” ,etiarab “They carry” ,etNvrab

2. Conjugation / Paradigm of 2G-ha “to be” in Present Tense, * with meanings.

Class 1, Base - ha
Parasmaipada’

Person | Singular Dual Plural

! ,imha “I am” i ,iham“We are”

. ,iha “Thou art” i ALS  “You are”

L ,itsa “He/she/it is” Ots “They two are” ,itNVh “They are”

3. Meaning and explanation of some Present tense forms:
,ihamAnirf : Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from Oirf o love”,

Class 9, base —anirf «we love”

,imha: Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Singular from C~) ha “to be”, Class 2,
base —ha “Iam”

,i'[NVh : Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Plural from C~) ha “to be”,

Class 2, base -- ha “They are”

.ediamazay : Present Tense, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Plural from OzaY “to

venerate”, Class 6, base —aZaY “We venerate”

4. Avesta equivalents of English words:
We two carry : ,ihaWArab Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Dual from

! This root has several irregular forms. Its inflected forms are found only in Parasmaipada (KE.Kanga, p193
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O- vrvbio carry”, Class 1, base -arab

He crosses: ,itiayarAp Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from e}
VIVP “to cross”, Class 10, base -ayarAp

They two fight: ,OtayDiuY Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Dual from
C} DuY <o fight”, Class 4, base - ayDiuY



2. Imperfect Tense
IMPERFECT TENSE is formed by adding its Personal Verbal terminations to the base of
the root, formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation. Imperfect Tense is
generally used to indicate Past tense. However, it may also indicate an action without
reference to time and it can be general, past or future.

Parasmaipada
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Person Singular Dual Plural

! m aw am

I S- - at -

o T- mvt n(\)
Atmanepada

Person Singular Dual Plural

! i- - idiam-

. ah- - mvBD

' at - etiA - atN(a) -

Self study:

1. Conjugation / Paradigm of 46- Daj “to beseech” in Imperfect Tense, with meanings.

Parasmaipada

Person Singular Dual Plural
! ,mvyDiaj ,awAyDiaj ,amAyDiaj
“I beseeched” “We two beseeched” “We beseeched”
. ,OyDiaj ' ,atayDiaj
“Thou beseeched” “You beseeched”
a ,TayDiaj ,mvtayDiaj nvyDiaj
“He/she/it beseeched” | “They two beseeched” “They beseeched”
Atmanepada
Person | Singular Dual Plural
! E ayDiaj ' jidiamAyDiaj
“I beseeched” “We beseeched”
. ,ahayDiaj ' ,mvBDayDiaj
“Thou beseeched” “You beseeched”
" | atayDiaj etiAyDiaj ,atNayDiaj
“He/she/it beseeched” “They two beseeched” | “They beseeched”

! The final vowel @ is replaced by Vin Thematic classes. In Non-Thematic classes Vis used before the
personal verbal termination.
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2. Meaning and explanation of some Imperfect tense forms:
,Tadad/ ,Taqad: “He created/gave” Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person,

Singular from 36- Ad“to create / to give”, Class 3, base ~dad / qad
,Tasvrvp “He asked” Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" person, Singular from
66- SVIVto ask”, Class 6, base -aSVIVP

,nvra.'b‘They carried” Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Plural from

1()- VIvio carry”, Class 1, base -arab
3. Avesta equivalents for English words:

Thou carried : ,Orablmperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 2™ Person, Singular from

1O vrvbio carry”, Class 1, base —arab (Orab— S+arab)

He spoke: , TOarm Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from

2C~)- Urme«to speak”, Class 2, base -Oarm

He venerated : ,atazaY¥ Imperfect Tense, Atmanepada, 3™ Person, Singular from

66- zaY “to venerate”, Class 6, base —azaY

3. Imperative Mood
Personal Verbal terminations of IMPERATIVE MOOD are added to the base of the root,
formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation. Imperative Mood is used to
express order or command. In English it is expressed by using modal auxiliary verbs like
‘should’ and ‘must.”*
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Plural
! inA- amA
. Id - (non-thematic). No termination in thematic classes. | af -
' ut- utN(a) -
Atmanepada
Person Singular Plural
| .
enA - ediamA -
. ahuM(a}f mvBD-*
' mé&t- m&tN (a)-

! The imperative, especially 2" person, is also used to denote advise, request, threat, invitation, or desire.
2 awh in the Gathas.

¥ mUdin the Gathas.
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Self study:
1. Conjugation / Paradigm of 1O vrvbo carry” in Imperative Mood, with meanings.

6- VIvbio carry”, Class 1, base -arab
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Plural

I “I must carry” JInArab “We must carry” ,amArab

. “Thou must carry” ,arab “You must carry” ,atarab

I “He/she/it must carry” ,utarab “They must carry” ,utNvrab
Atmanepada

Person | Singular Plural

! “I must carry” ,enArab “We must carry” .ediamArab

. “Thou must carry” ,ahul‘arab “You must carry” .mvB Darab

“He/she/it must carry” m&tarab “They must carry” ,M&tN vab

2. Meaning and explanation of some Imperative Mood forms:

,utoarm “He should speak” Imperative Mood, Parasmaipada, 3™ Person, Singular from
26- Urme«to speak”, Class 2, base -Oarm

4. Potential Mood
POTENTIAL MOOD is formed by adding its Personal Verbal terminations to the base of
the root, formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation.? Potential Mood
implies the potentiality or possibility of the action to be performed. It is expressed by
using modal auxiliary verbs like ‘can, could, may or might.’
Parasmaipada

Person Singular Plural

Thematic CI. Non-thematic CI. Thematic CI. Non-thematic CI.
! mi m&y- amk am&y-
. Sj - ly - ati - atAy -
- TAy - nvy n&y-

! Since the root belongs to thematic class, no termination is added.
% The Potential mood Thematic terminations are regarded as those of Imperfect tense prefixed with an —,
and Non- Thematic terminations as those of of Imperfect tense prefixed with a— .
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Atmanepada
Person Singular Dual Plural
! ay - ; idiami -
. aCi - - mvBDk
o ati - e ti - SvrAy -1
Self Study:

1b. Conjugation / Paradigm of *O zaY “to venerate”? in Potential Mood.

C~} zaY “o venerate”, Class 6, base - azaY

Atmanepada
Person | Singular Dual Plural
! ,ayazaY - jidiameazaY
“I may venerate” “We may venerate”
. aCEazaY - mvBDEazaY
“Thou mayest venerate” “You may venerate”
a ,atEazaY etEazaY SvrAyazaY
“He/she/it may venerate” “They two may venerate” | “They may venerate”

Exercise:

1. Make an alphabetical list of all the roots studied by you.
2. The meanings and roots of some verbal forms are given below. Please give their
Tense/Mood, pada, person, number and base:

Verbs with Meanings

Root

Tense/Mood, pada, person & number

,IdZIC “Dost Thou show”

26-CiC  “to show”

,utoarm “He should speak”

O-Urm«to speak”

JUtN aj “He should come”

2c”)-maj “to come”

,Tadad “He created/gave”

&Ad “to give / create”

, Toarme<He spoke”

O-Urmeto speak”

.enArawarf “

believe”

must

25raWho believe”

,Orab “Thou carried"

O-vrvbio carry”

! The termination ,atNay - is used for Classes 1,4,6,9, and 10.

2(0-zaY isconjugated in Atmanepada only.
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JhawArab “we two carry” O-Vrvbio carry”

Jimha “1 am” d-ha “to be”

JhamAnlrf  “we love” O-Irf  “to love”

, TasVIvp “He asked” O-SVIVP “to ask”
,nvrab“They carried” O-Vrvbro carry”
JINVh  “They are” O6-ha “to be”

Special form: The word ,€SaN “Thou should be banished”, occurring in the Ke m n U

Ma z drayer, is from “O-San “to flee” . Since it is a thematic class root, no personal
verbal termination is added for Imperative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2™ person, singular.

3. Non-conjugational Tenses and Moods

There are four Non-Conjugational tenses and moods:
1. Future Tense

2. Perfect Tense

3. Aorist Tense (Signifies Past Tense)

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood (Signifies Blessings)

They are also called General tenses and moods because the base of any one particular
tense or mood is formed by one general rule which is applied to all roots. The rules of Ten
Classes of Conjugation do not apply here.

1. Future Tense

The base for Future Tense is formed by adding aC - or ay} - to the root or its guna

form. To the base thus formed the terminations of Present Tense, Imperfect Tense or
Imperative Mood are added.

Egs: .etiaCvraW  “he will work.” Future Tense, Atmanepada, 3" Person, Singular
from & ZVIVWho work.” Base -aCvraW
,Tay} Id  “he will show.” Future Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" person, Singular from
& Sid  “to show.” Base -ay} id

2. Perfect Tense
The Perfect Tense is used more in the Gathic dialect and very sparsely in rest of the
scriptures. It indicates the state arrived at as a result of an action. The Perfect tense is

formed by reduplicating the root and then adding the following terminations:
Parasmaipada

Singular Dual Plural

| Person

a- - am
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Il Person aQ— - a-
I11 Person a- VatA - Via
Atmanepada
Singular Dual Plural
| Person e - - -
Il Person es - - -
I11 Person e - etiA - e ra-

Egs: .,aCatat “he has / had formed.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3 Person,
Singular from & Cat  “to form.” Base -Catat

,adMUI'SUSwe have / had heard.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from
O- Ur'S “to hear.” Base -Ur'Sus

MatAzvrawAW “they two have / had worked.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3"
Person, Dual from & ZVIVWho work.” Base -ZVIawAW

3. Aorist Tense
The word Aorist indicates an indefinite tense and is generally translated as Imperfect
tense.’. It may also be used to indicate the completion of an action. The Aorist tense is
found especially in the Gathas.

There are four ways in which the base of the Aorist Tense is formed. All the four forms
take on the terminations only of Imperfect Tense:
1. Root Aorist: It is formed by adding the terminations of Imperfect Tense directly to the

root. Egs: ,amAd “we gave.” Root Aorist, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from
& Ad “to give.”
,idiamvraW‘we believed.” Root Aorist, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Plural from & raW

“to believe.”

2. A Aorist: It is formed by adding A- to the root, and then adding the terminations of
Imperfect Tense.

Egs: , Tawb he became.” & Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from & Ubsto

become.”

,Tvrak (or TVrOG “he did.” & Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from
& vrvK«to do.”

! In several instances the Imperfect Tense and the Aorist Tense are used indiscriminately (Kanga, p.311)
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3. h /'S Aorist: It is formed by adding h - to the root, and then the terminations of
Imperfect Tense are added.

Egs: , TahMItS  “he stood.” N Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from
& AtS  “to stand.”

JNAr  “1 gave, | dedicated.” O Aorist, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Singular from & Ar

“to give.”
4. Reduplicated Aorist: It is formed by reduplicating the root, and then adding the
terminations of Imperfect Tense.

Eg: ,TSiOd Ead <“he showed.” Reduplicated Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3rd Person,
Singular from & Sid  “to show.” Reduplicated base CIOdEad

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood
The Precative or Benedictive Mood is used when blessings or benedictions are to be
showered. It is formed by adding the following terminations directly to the root.
Parasmaipada

Person Singular | Plural

! M&y- | ,amay -
. ly - |,atay-
- TAY- | ,n&y-

Egs: ,|yUb “mayest thou be.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2™ Person, Singular from
& Ubrto become.”
,7anayu b“may we be.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 1* Person, Plural from
& Ubrto become.”
,|yAd “mayest thou give.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2" person, Singular from
& Ad “to give.”

Atmanepada
In Precative Mood, verbal forms of only 3" Person Plural SVIAY - are met with:
,SVI’AyUb “may they be.” Precative Mood, Atmanepada, 3™ Person, Plural from
& Ubrto become.”
,SvrAymaj “may they reach.” Precative Mood, Atmanepada, 3" Person, Plural from
o maj “to reach.”
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Subjunctive Mood: Over and above the 8 Tenses and Moods, the Subjunctive mood, is

used either to express wish and expectation or for emphasis. It is formed by adding - a to
the verbal stem and then the terminations of Present or Imperfect tense are added.

Eg: , TASVIVP “He asked.” Imperfect Tense, subjunctive mood, Parasmaipada, 3"
Person, Singular from *G SVIVP “to ask”, Class 6, base - SVIV, subjunctive mood
base —ASVIVP.

Exercise:
1. Give with meanings the grammatical formations of the following words studied by you
in this chapter:

,etiaCvraW
Iyub :

,amAd:
,amursus

JINAr
,VratAzvrawAW

, SVIAymaj
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XI. PARTICIPLES

Participles are Verbal nouns and adjectives, which generally qualify a noun, but also
retain some properties of Verbs. The base of Participles is formed in two steps - first by
modifying the root and then adding terminations to it.
There are four Participles in Avesta:

1. Present participle

2. Future participle

3. Perfect participle

4. Past participle

1. Present Participle
To form Present participle, the root is modified according to the rule of ten classes. Then
T(a) Owk) or TN(@)- (st) is added to form Present participle Parasmaipada; and

an mlor anA 2 to form Present participle Atmanepada.
Egs:

a. ,TNadNiW <obtaining.” Present participle parasmaipada from 'O diW “to

obtain.”

b. ,TNasvrvp “asking.” Present participle parasmaipada from 66 SVIVP“to ask.”
C. ,anmicah“following.” Present participle atmanepada from 16} cah “to follow.”

d. ,anAwats “praising.” Present participle atmanepada from 20O UtS D“to praise.”

2. Future Participle

To form Future participle, the root is modified by adding ay} - (rarely aC-) to it.
Then T (@) (wk) or TN(@) - [st) is added to form Parasmaipada; and an mor anA

“Mto form Atmanepada.®
Egs:

a.,TNay } Wwill become.” Future participle parasmaipada from O Ubrto become”
b. ,anmay VIVWewill be working” Future participle atmanepada from O zvrvil/

“to work”

! Added when the root belongs to thematic classes.

2 Added when the root belongs to non-thematic classes.

® Added when the root belongs to thematic classes.

* Added when the root belongs to non-thematic classes.

® These terminations are same as those of Present Participle Atmanepada and Parasmaipada.
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3. Perfect Participle

The Perfect participle, is formed by reduplicating the root and then adding hl\/laW(st) or

Su- (wk)for Parasmaipada; and anA- for Atmanepada.
Egs:
a. ,SUC”W (wk) or ,hMaBDIW (st) “has known.” Perfect participle parasmaipada

from O diW “to know” (- dIW is the condensed form of - diWiV\j
b. ,anAradad “has held.” Perfect participle atmanepada from C~} rad “to hold”

4. Past Participle

Past participle passive: It is formed by adding at - directly to the root. Sometimes the
root may be gunated. Egs:

a. ,atra K “done” . From C~)- VIvK “to do”
b. ,atVrvdied.” Past participle passive from O VIVITto die.”
c. ,atSat  “formed.” Past participle passive from & Cat  “to form.”

d. ,atsiri  “dead.” Past participle passive from C~)' q|r| “to pass away.”

Very rarely &t is also used instead of &t - to form Past participle passive.
Egs:
a. ,anVvrvptilled.” Past participle passive from O VIvp “to fill.”

b. ,aNEaCX <“exhausted.” Past participle passive from ©- ICX  “to exhaust.”

Past participle active is formed by adding T@W to Past participle passive. Egs:

a. ,lawatSraW <“has worked.” Past participle active from C)‘ ZVIvWho work.”
b. TawanAY “has been propitious” Past participle active from O-AY  “to be

propitious.”

Self study:

1. Identify the participle, and give the meaning, roots and base of the following words:

a. ,TNayDiaj “beseeching” Present Participle Parasmaipada from O - Daj “to

beseech”

b. ,anAqad “creating” Present/Perfect Participle Atmanepada from O -Ad  “to

create”

c. ,atsab “bound” Past Participle Passive from O dNab “to bind”
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d. ,TNarab«carrying” Present Participle Parasmaipada from O- VIVb'to carry”
e.,SumGaj‘has gone” Perfect Participle Parasmaipada from - Mag “to go”
f.,atXuU “spoke” Past Participle Passive from O- CU “to speak”

g.,Suqad (wk) or ,hMaBDad (st) “has created.” Perfect participle parasmaipada
from C} Ad “to create”

2. Give with meanings the following participle forms :
a. Present participle Atmanepada from 2G- UtS “to praise” : ,aNAwats “praising.”

b. Present participle Parasmaipada from °O UrStto hear”: , TNawanurshearing.”
c. Perfect participle Atmanepada from O AZ “to forsake”: ,aNAzZazZ“has been

forsaken.”

e. Past participle passive from G ZaY “to venerate™: ,atSaY “venerated.”

XIl. DERIVATIVE VERBS

Derivative Verbs modify or alter the meaning of the root. Then the personal verbal
terminations of conjugational tenses and moods are attached. There are five derivative
verbs:

1. Frequentative or Intensive verb

2. Desiderative Verb

3. Denominative or Nominal Verb

4. Causal Verb

5. Incohative Verb

1. Frequentative or Intensive verb
It is used to signify the repetition or intensity of the action denoted by the root.
The base is formed in 3 ways as follows:
A. By reduplicating the root.

Eg.: Jhamvrvkvrvc «we frequently do”. Frequentative Verb, Present tense,
Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from & VIvK“to do”

B. By adding @- to the reduplicated root.

Eg.: ,Taratit  “He frequently interrupted” Frequentative Verb, Imperfect tense,
Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from & rat “to cross, to intercept”

C. By adding @Y - to the reduplicated root.

Eg: ,n&y} VIAIThey frequently wounded” Frequentative Verb, Imperfect tense,

Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Plural from & Car “to wound”
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2. Desiderative Verb
The Desiderative verb signifies that the agent desires, or is about to perform the action

denoted by the root. The base is formed by adding aC - to the reduplicated form of the

root.
Egs.:

a. ,itNVCij Ij “they wish to live.” Desiderative Verb, Present tense, Parasmaipada,
3" Person, Plural from &1 “to live”
b. ,Atanradid “He desires to see.” Desiderative Verb, Imperfect tense,

Atmanepada, 3 Person, Singular from & SVIvd “to see”

3. Denominative or Nominal Verb
They are verbs formed from nouns. The base can be formed in three ways:
A. By adding personal verbal terminations directly to nouns. Egs.:

a. ,etNVvrAs “They lead” . Denominative Verb, Present tense, Atmanepada, 31
Person, Plural from arasS “head.”

b. ,itiananp “He fights.” Denominative Verb, Present tense, Parasmaipada, 31
Person, Singular from anaCvp “battle.”

B. By adding - to the noun. Eg.:
a. ,itiahManEa “He harms, injures.” Denominative Verb, Present tense,

Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from ,nManEasharm, injury.”

C. By adding @Y - to the noun after dropping its final vowel. Eg.:
a. ,|hamAyd uCi  “we are indebted, grateful.” Denominative Verb, Present tense,

Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from aduCi “indebtedness”

4. Causal Verb
The Causal Verb conveys that a person or thing causes or makes another person or thing

to perform the action denoted by the root. The base is formed by adding aya -to the
Guna or Vriddhi form of the root*. Egs.:

a. ,TayaD EaW <“he caused to know, he made known, he informed.” Causal Verb,

Imperfect tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from & diW  “to know”

! For Guna or Vriddhi of root, the same rule applies as in the 10" Class of Conjugation.
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b. ,itNieyarApin “they cross down, they distribute.” Causal Verb, Present tense,
Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Plural from G- VIVP  “to cross”. With prefix -IN
c. ,itieyawArs  “He causes to hear, he chants” from O-UI'S “to hear”

5. Incohative Verb

The incohative verb indicates the beginning of an action. It is formed by adding &S -to
the root. Egs.:

a. ,lasfat “he began to grow warm.” Incohative Verb, Imperfect tense,
Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from & pat “to heat”

b., TASUC “he began to proceed.” Incohative Verb, Imperfect tense, Parasmaipada, 3"
Person, Singular from & UC “to go”

C. ,itianVI‘Vl’] “it begins to wane” Incohative Verb, Present tense, Parasmaipada, 3rd

Person, Singular from & Sf Vrvn‘o wane”

Exercise:
1. Give the formations of Derivative Verbs in a tabulated form :
Derivative Verb Modification of root (if any) | Termination (if any)

Frequentative

Desiderative

Denominative

Causal

Incohative
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XII. PARTICLES

Particles enhance the meaning and sense of the other parts of speech like the Nouns,
Adjectives, Verbs and Participles. Particles can be classified into Adverbs, Prepositions,
Conjunctions and Prefixes. Except for a few Adverbs, particles are not declined. There are
several particles which can be used either as adverbs, prepositions or prefixes.

1. Adverbs
There are two types of Adverbs:

A. Primary adverbs: These are adverbs of manner, place and time, which are not
derived from other words and are generally not declined.

,anagay,,aqaY <“as, just as, in which manner” | ,arap “before”
,anvgic ,Aqak, ,aquk<“how, how much, in | ,Aduk ,Adak
what manner?” “when?”

,7anaqga ,aga “thus, so, in this manner” ,Adah “always”
TaA, ,Ta ,Ada “then, thereupon” ,AdaY “whenever”
,aDat “there” ,MVIUufnow” ,aDi, ,aDa “here”
,aDAb ,TAb “indeed, ,iriap “around, about, ,aDak, ,arquk
surely, certainly” except” “where?”

,acsap “after” ,iBia “above, on” AMeno”; ,AN“not”

B. Secondary adverbs: These are adverbs derived mainly from nouns, adjectives and
participles. They are generally declined.

;asaWat will” ,a@rad “long” ,ayqiah “truly, surely”

,SVI’V“aright, truly” ,vrqic “clearly, visibly” ,v/aratNa “inside”

,arUd “far” ,aratSin “outside” ,Takah “immediately”

.away, ,etiAtanaY “for ever, for eternity”
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2. Prepositions
In Avesta, prepositions are generally inbuilt in the declined forms of nouns, adjectives,
participles and pronouns. Hence they are not often used separately in an Avestan sentence.
When prepositions are separately used, they are meant to determine the case more
precisely. They generally precede the words they govern. If they occur after the word,
they are referred to as post-positions. Many prepositions are also used as prefixes, in
which case they are attached to the word.

,ipia “on, around, upon, from, after, near” ,anaon”

,Ibia “on, about, for, concerning” ,iriaDa “beneath, under”
,UN&agreeable to, in accordance” ;,aWa‘“to, near, down, off”
,  @N¥along with, together with” ,2apa “away”

,arat “over, across, through” A “near, towards, upto, at”
,acah “from” ,aDah “with”

3. Conjunctions
Conjunctions or conjunctive particle show association between two words, phrases or
sentences. Some common conjunctive particles are:

,I/ Ipia “also, even, moreover, though” ,atu “and”
IDieY :,izeY «if, although” ,TaA, , TA “but
1z . TaY “because” AWor?

Enclitic Conjunctions:
Enclitic conjunctions always cling on to one of the two words that they connect.

,aC “and” is an enclitic particle which joins two words or sentences. . TIC “etcetera” is

an indefinite particle. It gives an idea of related things connected to the word it clings to.
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4. Prefixes
A Prefix is a particle placed before nouns, adjectives, participles or verbs. They either
negate, modify or emphasise the meaning of the word. A prefix may or may not be
conjoined to the word. Prefixes which are not conjoined to the word are referred to as

separable prefix. Some common prefixes are:

1 ) ) .
-anag- an-Na- a Implies negation, want of. “no, not without, away”

- arf , - Arf “forth, forwards, excessive, prominent, out of , free from”

- |W, - iW“apart, separate from, contrary to, away, against”

-vratNa “between”

-nah- mvh mé&h “together, with, completely, wholly”

-arap, -Orap “far

away”
-vrat, -Orat “over, | - TaMwith, together with, | - itiap “back, again,
across, away, opposite, evil” | including” near, nearby, towards”
- iriap “round about, | - SUF ZU “high, upwards; | -UNA “after, along,
around” out; exclusive of” according to”

-aCa, - Si “sufficiently,
abundantly”

-A “to, at, towards, near”

-awa “near, by down,

away, towards”

-iBia , -lbia “towards,

upon, around”

-Sud, -Zud<bad, evil,

contemptible”

- |p|a “full of, around,

behind, near, in on”

-uh “good, well, beautiful, proper”

1 - Qs used before consonants and —Na

before vowels.
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XIV. SOME GRAMMATICAL RULES

1. Reduplication

Reduplication is the rule, wherein the consonant in a root before the vowel and sometimes
also the vowel of the root are doubled according to certain rules.

Whereas all roots belonging to the third class of conjugation have to be reduplicated to
form the base, there are some other grammatical forms like Perfect Tense, Reduplicated
Aorist Tense, Perfect Participle, Frequentative Verb and Desiderative Verb which require
the root to be reduplicated to form the base.

Though technically any root can be reduplicated, only a select few belong to the third
class of conjugation.

Rules for reduplicating the root:
1. Guttural Consonants are prefixed by their corresponding palatal ones. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

& nak "to dig” -nakac -nxac

O vrvk "to do” -vrvkvrvc '

A mag “to come; go™ -magaj -mGaj

2. Aspirate consonants are prefixed by their corresponding unaspirate forms. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)
& unCx to please -unCxuk -unCxic

3. The long vowel is substituted either by short vowel or correspond

ing diphthong. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

3O Ad “to give, create” -Adad -Dad

G 1d o see” -EaDid -1did

4. When the root begins with two consonants only the first consonant, in its unaspirated

form, is used in the reduplicative syllable. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

O Arf “to fill, increase” _ Arfap -

(”) urq “to nourish” _ urqut -

S urs “to hear” -ursus '
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5. -1S and- PS are substituted by - h as the reduplicative syllable. Eg:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

O Ats to stand - AtSih '

O saps to see” -sapsih -

6. The first consonant and vowel are repeated. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

O Cat to form -Cat at -

O zvrvW “to work” - ZVIVWAW -

2. Compounds

When two words come together to form a new word, it is referred to as a compound. The
first component of a compound may be a noun, pronoun, adjective, participle, numeral or
root, and the second component may be a noun, participle or a root. Such a compound is
treated as one word. The compound expresses various relations which may exist between
the two components.

In Avesta, though compounds generally have two components, rarely compounds with
three or four components are also found.
The meaning of the compound invariably expresses something more than the individual

components. For instance, .uh?iad “country” and ,itiap “lord” when joined into a

compound word becomes ,itiap -uh?iad “master of the country.”

When the first component of a compound is a noun ending in hMa, na, A-, a- these
letter/s generally change to O- For instance,

“teachings of Ahura” ,OCEakT -Oruhan ,aCEakT + ,aruha

There are four types of compounds:
1. Determinative Compound: The second component of the compound tells us about the

first component. For instance, ,itlap - ONANtMaster of the house.”

2. Attributive Compound: An Attributive compound tells us something more than each of
the individual components of the compound. This compound is generally used as an
adjective.

For instance, “creations originating from Asha” ,arqic -aCa i “origin” ,arqic
+“Asha” ,aCa
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3. Copulative Compound : It comprises of two nouns and is always declined in the dual

number. For instance, ,ariV\f USap “animal and man.”

4. Adverbial compound: The first component of this compound is an adverb or a particle,
which tells us more about the second component, which invariably is a noun.

For instance, ,UyFad-iriap «around the country.”

3. Insertion of redundant letters

In Avesta, certain letters are inserted into words under certain conditions. These letters
merely have a phonetic value and do not alter the meaning of the word.

1. Epenthisis: When the Avestan letters t, ], d, , n,\, 6, p, f, b, r or w are preceded by
any vowels except i or § gnd followed by i ,  Qory alledundant i is inserted between
the consonant and its preceding vowel. This rule is called Epenthesis.

Egs: hai] ya “truth”; mrui i “thou shouldst speak™; aiwy Gfor the waters”; bavaiti
“becomes”; Nairya “manly”’; maibyU“with the two of us”.

When the letters ru or rv follows a or o, a redundant u is inserted between these two
letters.
Egs: aurvan\t @wift horses”; auru”a “white”’; paurvata “two mountains”; pouru “first”

2. Anaptyxis: It is the insertion or addition of a letter for phonetic value. The letter by
itself is considered redundant and is not counted as a syllable while considering the metre.

It often develops after ‘r’ and regularly after final ‘r’. Generally Dor _is used as an
anaptytic vowel, but rarely a, i or 6 are also used.

Egs: vaxD ra “word”; fOr ‘forth”; a\ tarD“between” hvarD“sun”; byao] ana “action.”

3. Prothesis: When a word begins with r or ] . i or u is introduced in the beginning of the
word.
Egs: irinaxti “he lets go”; iribyeiti “he is hurt”; urvan “soul”, i] yeja6h “destruction.”

4. Strong and Weak bases

In certain consonantal declensions and verbal forms, there are two inter-changeable
bases—strong and weak. The terminations they take govern the form that they would
assume. These forms have only phonetic value and do not alter the meaning.

Declensions (Consonantal Bases):
For declensions of consonantal bases, the strong base is formed either by strengthening

the penultimate vowel (Eg. ,CAV\»LCB.WM by inserting a nasal consonant before the
final consonant (Eg:, T Narab—, Taraly.

Sometimes, the base is weakened by omitting the penultimate vowel from the crude form
Eg:,noaCa—,nawaCar ,rqoaz —,ratoaz
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The Strong form is required for the addition of the following terminations:

Nominative singular, dual and plural (masculine & feminine), Nominative plural (neuter)
Accusative singular and dual (masculine & feminine), Accusative plural (neuter),
Instrumental, Dative and Ablative plural, and VVocative of all genders and numbers.

The rest of the terminations are added to the weak forms.

Verbs:
The Strong form is required for the addition of the following terminations:
Present Tense: Parasmaipada — | singular, 11 singular, 111 singular,

Imperfect Tense: Parasmaipada — | singular, 11 singular, 111 singular,

Imperative Mood: Parasmaipada — I singular, dual, plural; I11 singular
Atm. — | singular, dual, plural

The rest of the terminations are added to the weak forms.

5. Infinitive form of verbs
The infinitive form of the verb is generally always in the dative case and is formed by

adding iAyd - to the root. They generally function as nouns rather than verbs. Egs:

& 2vrvWho work”. Infinitive ,IAYd ZVIVWin order to work”

& VIvdto tear”. Infinitive ,IAYdVIvVd “in order to tear”

6. Gerund or Verbal Nouns

When a Primary noun is formed by adding an -,awt-, at -and ay - directly to

the root, or its guna form, it is referred to as Gerund or Verbal noun. It works as a present
participle form. Egs:

“proceeding” ,aBgvracarf <« aBqQ + “to walk (forthy” & rac(arf )
“praising” ,atoats «— at + “to praise” O ULS

“accepting” ,Ayriag -ibia « ay + “to accept” O-rag (|b|a)
“rejecting” ,AYCII -itlap <« ay + “to forsake” & Cir (itiap )
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XV. TRANSLATION

1. Syntax - Formation of Sentences

After learning the Avestan alphabets and formation of words, we now study the formation
of a sentence in Avesta. The rules governing arrangement of words in a sentence is
referred to as Syntax. The following are integral parts of a sentence:

1. Nouns, Adjectives, participles, numerals and pronouns. They are declined.

2. Particles such as adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions which lend clarity to a
sentence. They are generally not declined.

3. Verbs, indicating the tense, mode (use of auxiliary verbs like may, can, could, should,
has, have, let etc.), person and number. They take on personal verbal terminations.

Example of an Avestan sentence:
, TAA “Then” Particle (Adverb)

, Toarm-said” Verb
Jldzam ,Oruha “Ahura Mazda” Noun.

Some syntax rules to be observed while forming a sentence in Avesta:

1. There are no articles (a, an, the) in Avesta.

2. Generally, in a sentence, the subject comes first, then the object and finally the verb.
Certain verbs precede the subject and the object. However, when certain verbs like
@BR @& P @NtAN D P Rrt@2 emphasized, they generally precede the subject.

3. Adjectives and participles agree in gender, number and case with the noun or pronoun
they qualify.

4. Pronouns agree in gender, number and person with the noun for which they stand.

5. Adjectives generally follow the noun they qualify. However there are exceptions to this
rule. Adjectives signifying size always come before the nouns they refer to.

6. Pronominal and numeral adjectives come before the nouns they qualify.

7. The verb agrees in the number and person with its subject. However, collective nouns
take a verb in the singular.

Following are a few sentences from Avesta into English, and from English into Avesta.
Most of them have been gleaned from texts like Khordeh Avesta, Yasna and Videvdad.

2. Translate from Avestato English

© ldzam ,Oruha,Toarm, TaA
“Then Ahura Mazda spoke.”

© ,0moah ,imha ,mvza
| am Haoma.
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,Orqup ,ehapsaCuruap ,iha ,mut
Thou art the son of Pourushaspa.

T LiAp ,munatmliriaW ,mvima
Ahuna Vairya protects the body.

©,mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd

He gave help to the deserving.

© ,ediamazaY ,mICa ,mvC oars
We venerate blessed Sraosha.

" tiasfvrvn Im ,Tak  itiey } xu,Im  Tak
When does the moon begin to wax, when does the moon begin to wane?

° ,adzam ,aruha ,Et ,vsamvn
Homage unto Thee, O Ahura Mazda !

©,etUrm ,Em ,Arf ,Atoaz
The Zaotar (Chief Priest) speaks forth unto me.

“JArtSugaraz ,iAmatips ,Idzam ,Oruha ,Toarm
Ahura Mazda spoke unto Spitama Zarathushtra.

" ,Tagadarf ,acsarAts ,ac vrawh ,ldzam ,Oruha
Ahura Mazda created forth the sun and stars.

o, Si rtSugaraz ,Onsayadzam ,enArawarf
| believe in Mazdayasni Zaratushtrian (religion).

° ,adzam ,ehMawa ,Em ,asaj
Come to my help O Mazda!

© ,mvnqoay ,mvtSrawh ,eyutsA
| praise well-done action.

© itiarab ,mvpA ,awaCa ,An
The righteous man brings water.
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JAzaY ,mvrAtSEagar ,mvtNvps ,mvratA
| venerate fire, the beneficent warrior.

 ,imhanic¢ ,UhoW ,ApsiW ,iAdzam ,iAruha

| attribute all goodness unto Ahura Mazda.

,SlhuhMaW ,acslrawru ,TAd ,acsapa ,TAd ,acmvCa

He (Ahura Mazda ) created corn?, and He created water and good plants.

3. Translate from English to Avesta
We venerate Ahura Mazda
© ,ediamaza¥Y , m&dzammvruha

The moon shines at night.
* itiayacoar ,enfaCx ,OhMIm

Homage unto Thee, O bright Dawn!
" ,imAb ,aCu ,Et ,vsamvn

For destroying (lit. cutting) all demons.
" ,m&nawEad ,m&napsiW ,iAgans

Zarathushtra sang forth the five Gathas.
 , TayawArsarf ,IgAg ,acNap ,OrtSugaraz

Zarathushtra asked Ahura Mazda.
© ,m8dzam ,mvruha ,OrtSugaaz ,Tasvrvp

Ahura Mazda created the creations.

* ,TAdad ,n&mAd ,Idzam ,Oruha

| praise (and) | invoke the souls of the righteous ones.
° ,mé&noaCa ,OnAwru ,imvyabz ,imoats

LFrom & SIC “to attribute”, base sanic

2 Though the primary meaning of the word ,&Ca is “righteousness”, it is also used in the sense of “corn,

flour.”
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Ahura Mazda created forth the sun, stars, moon, water, earth, fire and animals.
acmpA ,acmvhMIm ,acsarAts ,acvrawh ,ldzam ,Oruha

* ,Tagadarf ,acsawsap ,acmvratA ,acmé&z

Zarathushtra is the messenger of Ahura Mazda.
" itsa ,ldzam ,eharuha ,Ot Sa , OrtSuqgaraz

Best Righteousness is good.

©LItsa ,mvtSihaW ,uhoW ,mvCa

| praise righteousness.
© ,mvCa ,imoats

4. Specimen Translation of atextiSROSH BuUJ

* ,ldzam ,eharuha ,argoanCx
JItsa ,mvtSihawW ,UuhowW ,mvCa
JAmha ,AtSu ,ltsa ,AtSu
© ,mvCa,iAtSihaW ,iACa ,Tayh
| ,zrug ,InUzaBa ,iAdaX ,adzamroh ,&dzaY ,| ,mé&n,ap
,n&maf -nat Jgat ,0Ca ,Sors ,TAyAzBa ,hvraX
| ,n&mAd ,I ,rArAs ,rAzBa - nlz ,nlz ,TfakiC
" ,TAsar,Vb ,adzamroh
©,mOh,Tvtap,apAt  ,,,,,,.,.., ,hANnug ,Amah ,zv
JAcah , TicTACa ,Sutar, Aga ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AqaY
JAdzam ,SuVhMadnanaqoay} ,OhManamdzad ,SuVhMaw
T, mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd ,miY ,A ,iAruha ,AcmvrgaCx
(ctimes) = ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY
3Times)  ,UhoW ,mvCa

,OwEadiW ,SirtSugaraz ,Onsyadzam ,enArawarf
,OCEaKkT -Oruha
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,aciAnsaY ,eBgar ,ehaCa ,enoaCa ,eVnawAh )
,eVhMawAs ,acEayatsasarf ,aciArgoanCx ,aciAmhaW
,aciAnsaY ,eBgar ,ehaCa ,enoaCa ,aciAysi w
(,acEayatsasarf ,aciArqoanCx ,aciAmhaw
,eharg&m -unat ,ehamxat ,ehey } a,ehaCoars
,aciAnsaY ,argoanCx ,eheyriuhA ,Soard -iCrad
" ,acEkayatsasarf ,aciArgoanCx ,aciAmhaw
,Sutar ,Aga ,EtUrm ,Em ,Arf ,Atoaz ,Oy riaW ,Uha ,AgaY
° ,Utoarm ,IBDiW ,awaCa ,Arf ,Acah ,Tic TACa
,mvgEag - TadArf ,mvnajArgvrvW ,mvDoaruh ,mICa ,mvCoars
 ,ediamazaY ,mutar ,ehaCa ,mvnawaCa
(3times)  ,itIAp ,munat ,mIri aW ,mvnuha
(once) ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY
© LACAZi ,SitiamrA LAY L., ALy, Adzam ,An  mvk
(Twice) = ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY
JImAnNIrfA ,acvrawaz ,acsajoa ,acmvmhaW ,acmvnsaY
,eharg&m ,unat ,ehamxat ,ehey } a ,ehaCoars

(once) ,UhoW ,mvCa’ ,eh eyriuhA ,Soard -iCrad
° ,ehMawa ,Em ,asaj = ,mvrhMazah” ,acCEar ,iAmha
©,dzOm ,hvfrvk
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Word Meaning Part of Topic & | Gram Etymology
speech Ch. mar
With Noun Declension | Instr. A
,arqoanC propitiatio -VIIL.2.2 Sing. arq + O unCx
X n
eharuha Of Ahura | Proper Declension G_en. ar+ 4 CN} ha
Noun -VIl.2.1 Sing.
Of Mazda | Proper Declension | Gen.
ldzam Noun - VI1.2.3 Sing. Ad + ,zam
With propitiation of Ahura Mazda
Asha Proper Declension — | Nom. x
mvCa Noun VII.2.2 Sing. at+o-ra
UhoW Good Adjective | Adjective- Acc.
! V.- Sing.
Declension —
VI1.2.10
mvtSihaw Vahishta | Adjective | Declension — | Nom. Sup. Degree
! as VI1.2.2 Sing.
of ,uhaWw
Proper
Noun
Is Verb Present 3rd Pers. | &
ltsa Tense- XI1.2.1 | Sing. O ha
Asha Vahishta is good
Bliss Noun Declension - | Nom. x
JAtSU VIl21 Sing. at +& Cu
is Verb Present 3rd Pers. | &
ltsa Tense- XI1.2.1 | Sing. O ha
It is Bliss
Bliss Noun Declension | Nom. x
ALSU “Vil21 | sing, | &*O Cu
,iAmha Unto him Dem. , Pronouns — D_at. From ,mea
Pronoun® | VIII Sing.
Who Relat. Pronoun — | Nom. | Another form of
’Tayh Pron. VI Sing. TaY
; Asha Proper Declension | Dat. x
IACa Noun |_Vil22 |sing |&L*OTA
iAtSihaW Vahishta Adjective | Adjective- | Dat. Sup. Degree. of
! as V.- Sing. uhoW
Proper Declension !
Noun - VIN1.2.2
righteous Proper Declension | Nom. x
mvCa Noun |_Vil22 |sing |&L*OTa
Bliss unto him who (is) righteous for (the sake of) Asha Vahishta.

! This is an irregular form.
2 In this case Demonstrative Pronoun is used as third Personal Pronoun.



83

Word Meaning Part of Topic & | Gram Etymology
speech Ch. mar
Just as Particles | Adverb - -
’Aan XIV.1
The lord Noun Declension | Nom. A
Uha -VII.2.5 Sing.! uOha
: At will Adjective | Declension | Gen. ~
,OyriaW VIL21 Sing. ay +O raw
So Noun Adverb -
’Aqa XIV.1
The Noun Declension | Nom. A
Sutar spiritual -VII.2.5 Sing. ut+ G Twa
leader
TicTACa From Asha | Sandhi — | Sandhi  — | Ablat. Tic+at +&-ra
' and Noun — 1.2 Sing. |’
other (such | Particles | Declension
Principles) - VII.2.2
Conjunction
s- XIV.3
From Particles | Conjunction | -
,Acah s- XIV.3
Just as the lord (rules) at will so (does) the spiritual leader from (the power emanating)
from Asha and other such principles.

Of Vohu | Adj. used as | Declension - | Gen. |-
SuVhMaw Proper Noun | VI1.2.10 Sing.
Adzad The lord | Sandhi Sandbhi I_I.2 Norrzl. ad+
Noun Declension - | Plu.
VII.2.2 _qad
Of Proper Noun | Declension — | Gen.
,OhManam | b . VI1.3.10 Sing.
Of Roots - Noun | Vowel - ~
’m&nanaqoay actions Gradation ang S
1.2 u
Declension — y}
VII.2.2
Of life Noun Declension - | Gen.
,SuVhMa VI11.2.10 Sing.
; Unto Compound- | Compounds— | Dat.
IAdzam Mazda Proper Noun | X Sing. ,Ad+,zam
Declension —
VII.2.3

The gift of Vohu Manah (comes to him who dedicates) actions of life unto Mazda.

! This is an irregular form
% This is an irregular form
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And Particles, | Declension - | Acc. -
ACMVrqacx Power Noun VII.2.1- Sing.
Conjunctions
XIV.3
: For Ahura | Proper Declension - | Dat. - A
IAruha Noun | VI.2.1 sing. | ATruroha
A To Particle Preposition — | - -
! XIV.2
miY Who Pronoun | Pronoun VIII. | -
; Unto the Noun Declension - | Dat. X i
’Oybuglrd deserving VII.2.5 Plu. U+ o gll‘d
needy
Tadad Gives Verb Imperfect 3" Reduplicated
! Tense — X1.2.2 | Pers. form of O Ad
Sing.
mvrAtsAW Help Agentive | Sandhi—11.2 Acc. rat - +
! Noun Declension - | Sing.
VI1.3.8 & hMaw

And the helper to (him) who (is) a deserving needy person gives power for Ahura.

e nArawarf | profess Verbs- Imperative | 1% & raW- arf
! Particles Mood - | Pers.
X1.2.3 Sing.
Prefixes —
XIV.4
Mazdayasnan | Proper Declension | Dat.
,OnsyadzAm Notn "V | sing. ,ansaY
Compound +adzam
- X.
: Follower of | Adjective | Adjective- | Nom. Adj. from
,SlrtSuqaraz Zarathushtra V. - | Sing. Noun
Declension
-VII.2.5
: Abstaining Adjective- | Adjective- | Dat.
,OwEadiW from evil Particles V. - | Sing. ,awEad+
Declension S iwW
- VIl.2.2
Prefixes —
X1V .4
_ Following Adjective- | Adjective- | Dat.
,OCEakT Ahura’s Compound | V.1 - | Sing. ,aCEakT
Oruha teachings Declension + .aruha
- VIL2.2 —
Compound
- X.
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| profess to be a Mazdayasna (who is a) follower of Zarathushtra, abstaining form evil

(and) following Ahura’s teachings.

For Havani | Proper Roots — 111.2 | Dat. ; ~
,eVnawAh Noun Nouns | Sing. ina- +& uht
V.1
Declension -
VI1.2.5
enoaCa For the | Adjectiv | Sandhi  — | Dat. Naw- + at -
! righteous e 1.2 Sing.
Adjective- + &ra
V.1
Declension
- VII.3.4
ehaCa of Noun Sandhi  — | Gen. at -+6-ra
! righteousnes 1.2 Sing.
S Declension -
VIII.2.2
For the Lord | Noun Declension | Dat. x
.eBagar “Vil2g  |sing |4rOTVA
aciAnsaY And for | Noun Declension - | Dat. ac+antzayY
! veneration VINL.2.1 Sing. |’
Conjunction
s- XIV.3
aciAmhaw And for | Noun Declension - | Dat. ac+am +
! invocation VIl.2.1 Sing. |’
Conjunction & haw
s- XIV.3
And for | Noun Declension - | Dat.
Arqoaan propitiation VIl.2.1 Sing. ac+arg
.aci Conjunction +unCx
s- XIV.3
And for | Noun Sandhi - | Dat. ;
yatsasarf glorification 1.2 Sing. ac+it
,acEa Declension +hMas +arf
VII.2.8
Prefixes -
XIV.4
Conjunction
s- XIV.3
For Proper Roots — 111.2 | Dat. : =~
.eVhMawAs Savanghi Noun Nouns — | Sing. IhMa +w32
V.1
Declension
- VINL.2.5

! The root is changed to its Vriddhi form.
% The root is changed to its Vriddhi form.
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,aciAysiw

And For
Visya

Adj. Adjectives — | Dat.
used as|IV.1 Sing.
Proper Declension

Noun -VIl.2.1

Ay - +asiW

For veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification unto righteous Havani, Lord of
righteousness, and for veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification unto
righteous Savanghi and Visya, Lord(s) of righteousness.

ehaCoars Of Sraosha | Roots - | Vowel Grad. Gen. acC-
Noun —I11.2 Sing.
Declension — +& Urs
VII.2.1
Of blessed | Adjective Adjective- Gen.
’ehey ' a V.1 Sing. AY
Declension — +.iCa
VII.2.2
Of strong Sandhi- Sandhi- 11.2 | Gen.
,ehamxat Adjective Adjective- Sing. A
VL +6- kat
Declension -
VI1.2.2
_ Of the one | Adjective - Sandhi- 11.2 | Gen.
’eharq&m unat having the | Compound | Adjective- Sing. ’arq&m
body  of V.1 +unat
Manthra Declension -
VI1.2.2
Soard -iCrad Of _the one | Adjective- Adjective- G_en. urd  +
having a | Compound | V.l - | Sing.
strong Declension - iCrad
spear VII.2.8 —
Compound —
X.
. Of the one | Adjective Declension - | Gen.
’eheyHUhA belonging VIl.2.1 Sing. ay +
to Ahura aruha

With propitiation, veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification of blessed, strong
Sraosha, having the body made of Manthra, having a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

Aq ayY Just as Particles Adverb XIV.1 | - -
The lord Noun Declension - | Nom. ~
+
,Uha VI1.2.5 Sing. U+Gha
: At will Adjective | Declension - | Gen.
’Oy”aW VII.2.1 Sing. Ay +raW
Atoaz The Chief | Agentive | Noun - I_V.l N_om. rat + O Uz
priest Noun Declension - | Sing.

! This is an irregular form
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VI1.3.8
Forth Particle Prefix -
At (Separable) -
XIV.4
Unto me Personal Pronouns VIII | Dat.
JEmM :
Pronoun Sing.
rd ~
EtUrm He speaks Verb Present Tense | 3 S urm
-Xl.2.1 Pers.
Sing
The chief priest speaks forth unto me “ya] U ahl vairy@. o
’ Aq a So Particle Adverbs XIV.1 | -
The spiritual | Noun Declension - | Nom. + 6
Sutar leader VI1.2.5 Sing. u+OTva
Tic,TACa From Asha | Sandhi - Sandhl—_ 1.2 A_blat. Tic+at +&
and Noun — Declension - | Sing.
other (such | Particles VIl.2.2 ra
Principles) Conjunctions -
XIV.3
From Particles Conjunctions - | -
,Acah IV 3
Arf Forth Particle Prefix— XIV.4 | -
awaCa Righteous Adjective | Adjective V.1 l;li?]g\. nawat +
o ra
Wise Participle | Perfect Nom.
IBDIW Participle XI11.3 | Sing.
Declension —
VI1.3.9
He  shall | Verb Imperative 3" ~
Utoarm speak Mood XI1.2.3. | Pers. OGurm
Sing
The learned wise one (assisting priest) shall speak forth a] U r8a™Bwi9h ac U. 0o
mvCoars Sraosha Roots - | Vowel Grad. | Acc. aC- + &
Noun —I1.2 Sing.
Declension — urs
VII.2.1
miCa Blessed Adjective Adjectlv_e-V.l A_cc. ay {iCa
Declension - | Sing.
VII.2.2
Well grown Particles- Prefix- XIV.4 | Acc. x
- +
;mvDoaruh Roots- Adjective-V.1 | Sing. a o
Adjective Declension — Due-uh
VII.2.2
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,mvnaj Arquv\ Victorious Adjective Adjectlv_e-v.l A_cc. naj +arquvW
Declension — | Sing.
VIlL.3.4
_ Prospering Participle- | Present Acc. +
ag TadArf the world Compound | Participle - | Sing. ’Aang
,mvqE X1 Ta- +dArf
Declension -
VIl.2.4
Compounds —
X.
mvnawaCa Righteous Adject_lve- Adjective- A_cc. naw+at -
Sandhi V.l Sing.
Declension - +&-ra
VIl.3.4
Oof Noun Sandhi—11.2 | Gen. x
+
.ehaCa righteousness | Sandhi Declension - | Sing. at +o-ra
VII.2.2
Lord Noun Declension - | Acc. x
,mutar VIL28 Sing u+6 Tva
- We venerate | Verb Present 1st ~
,ediamazaY Tense- X1.2.1 | Pers. O zaY
Plu.

We venerate blessed, well-grown, victorious Sraosha, prospering the world, righteous, Lord

of Righteousness.

‘mvnuha Ahuna | Proper Declension — | Acc. Sing. an-u
Noun Vil.2.1
& ha
,mIriaW Vairya Proper Adjectl\{e- V.l - Acc. Sing.
Noun Declension -
VII.2.1
‘munat Body Noun Bflclzegsmn — | Acc. Sing. 4 +0 - nat
e Protects | Verb Present Tense- | 3rd Pers. | ; ~
AP Y sing. it +O Ap
Ahuna Vairya protects the body.
Acmvnsayi And _ Nou.n - | Declension - | Acc. Sing. ac+an +
veneration | Particles | VI11.2.1
Conjunctions - & zaY
XIV.3
.acmvmhaV And _ Nou_n - | Declension - | Acc. Sing. ac+am +
invocation | Particles | VII1.2.1
Conjunctions - & haw
XIV.3
: And Noun - | Declension - | Acc. Sing.
+
,atsajoa strength Particles | VI1.2.8 ac+hMa
Conjunctions -
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XIV.3 +(~}j03_

And Noun- Sandhi—_ll.l Indeclinable. ac- +Vra
vigour Sandhi | Declension -

Particles | VI1.2.8 +& Uz
Prefixes - X1V.4
Conjunctions -
XIV.3

,acvrawaz

; ; | pray Verb Present Tense- | 1% Pers. | A ;
JAmANIrfA X121 Sing. O irf(A)

| pray (for the) veneration, invocation, strength and vigour of blessed, strong Sraosha,
having the body made of Manthra, having a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

Translationof Sr osh BUj

With propitiation of Ahura Mazda.

Asha Vahishta (Best Righteousness) is good. It is Bliss. Bliss unto him who (is) righteous
for (the sake of) Asha Vahishta.

Just as the lord (rules) at will so (does) the spiritual leader on account of (the power
emanating from) Asha and relative principles. The gift of Vohu Manah (comes to him
who dedicates) actions of life unto Mazda. And (he) who helps a deserving needy person
gives power to Ahura.

| profess to be a Mazdayasna (who is a) follower of Zarathushtra, abstaining form evil
(and) following Ahura’s teachings. For veneration, invocation, propitiation and
glorification unto righteous Havani, Lord of righteousness, and for veneration, invocation,
propitiation and glorification unto righteous Savanghi and Visya, Lord(s) of
righteousness.

With propitiation, veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification of blessed, strong
Sraosha, having the body of Manthra, a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

The chief priest speaks forthuntome “yal U a h 1@ .voai r y )

The learned wise one (assisting priest) shall speak forth a] U r8a™PBwi9h ac U. o
We venerate blessed, well-grown, victorious Sraosha, prospering the world, righteous,
Lord of Righteousness.

Ahuna Vairya protects the body.

| pray (for the) veneration, invocation, strength and vigour of blessed, strong Sraosha,
having the body of Manthra, a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

QUESTION BANK

First Semester
Ch. I. THE AVESTAN ALPHABET
1. Give the Avesta alphabet with transcription in its phonetic divisions.
2. Write the following in Roman script:

,Acah ,Tic ,TACa ,Sutar ,Aga ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY (a)

JAdzam ,SuVhMan&nanagoay} ,OhMananfdzad ,SuvVhMaw

,mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd,miY A ,iAruha ,AcmvrgaCx
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,TAdad ,mUyAp ,Etiawam ,Adzam,An,mvkp)
,EhManEa ,Ata Cvradid ,lwgvrd ,Am , Tayh
,AcsahManamAcsargA ,TAmhaBqg ,mVyna
" JAruha ,AtSoarg ,mvCa,SiAnqoay } ,lyaY

b) Write the following in Avestan script :

(@) ODOAK JU/ N6GH GNRH G

B]HP / KKH@G8 PARR-CK BH

@ G7THQP@WRAR@ K&L @

K@XC/ @GK/M V@O®K/ HBRA @
b)@" DK T MG: T@GH8 RDK @QRA4
S8R/ @QR4 S8R/ @GK/ H
Gw@9 @/ H T@GH8R/ H @"DK"

3. Transliterate:

/V[%]S I[\%gz{ PQT @ H K&XWUXK@k QNRMML KA N/7A@

ML HABW @T @GN RHQAVE@T QN @ZXKARIQL[BR HEP @T @"[H F @W@
K@PL7 X BRP[QQ/KIERS J/@TARQ N [@GEJPTOR P OXJa8RAP

8 KA N/7TA@MLHAN @T7 QN N & KNPV @K "

Ch.Il SANDHI

1. Fill in the blanks :
=Ti + 1z =UuR pat
=itX urna =it + dam
=at i+ apu =it + Tic
=acsa+ i rnAn =at + maW
e + thMa =at + zram
=Ur vz =it + has
=nan kat =at+jab

arAwrz = +&urz | Siriats = Si + 06-

2. Explain giving examples any six rules of Consonantal Sandhi.

Ch. 111. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS

1. Give any eight roots along with their grades and meanings.

2. Explain giving examples how Vowel Gradation is formed in Avesta.

3. Give the meanings along with Guna and Vriddhi forms of the following roots:

a) O nat e) O jab
b & in 7O ip
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o) G urm 9) O urs

d) O vrvp h O vrvts

4,
Guna form of O+ i is Vrddhi form of O in s
Vrddhi form of O jab is Vrddhi form of O TVIVpis
Guna form of O UrS is vrddhi form of O Cug s

Ch. IV. NOUNS

1. Explain giving examples how primary and secondary nouns are formed.

Ch. V ADJECTIVES

1. Explain giving two examples each, how the two sets of Comparative and
Superlative Degrees of Adjectives are formed in Avesta.

2. How are Degrees of Adjectives formed in Avesta ?

Ch.VI GENDERS
1. Give the meanings and feminine forms of the following words :

,akAyn ,nawaCa
,uqgvrvp .aCEam
.uzaY .amxat

Ch. VII DECLENSIONS
1. Decline, giving meanings:

,aruha “lord”; ,/AHam “All-knowing”; . aNAMmMhouse”
ArtSa “weapon”  or,dPSa ‘“horse”

,iriag “mountain”; ,aNAMMhouse”
2. Decline, giving meanings:
,nawaCa ,uruAd ,nManamTawama,TNarab, ,ratoaz

Ch. VIII. PRONOUNS
1. Give the declensions of first and Second Personal Pronouns.
2. Give the different pronouns in Avesta.

Ch. IX. NUMERALS
1. Give the first ten ordinal numbers in Avesta.

Ch. XI. VERBS
1. Explain how the following are formed :
Present Tense Perfect Tense Potential Mood Imperative Mood
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2. Give 10 roots along with their classes of Conjugation and base.
3. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

JhamAnirf e diamazaY ,OtayDiUY ,nvrab ,Tasvrvp
,utoarm Tadad ,Tay} id IyAd imha ,Tawb

4. Explain giving examples how Non-Thematic Classes are formed.
5. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

Jtianirf JItsa JnAsvrvp |iAzaY ,Toarm ,aCatat
JhamArab ,lyub

6. Write a note on Conjugational Tenses and Moods.

7. Give the paradigms of G vrvb with meanings in Present Tense Parasmaipada.
8. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

JhamAnirf  jiha ,inAsvrvp ,Eturm ,Orab ,iAzaY
,Tasvrvp ,SvrAyub

Ch. XII. PARTICIPLES
1. Explain giving examples how the following are formed:
Future Participle - Present Participle — Perfect Participle

Ch. XIIl. DERIVATIVE VERBS
1. Explain giving two examples each, how Derivative Verbs are formed.

Ch.XVI. TRANSLATION
1. Transliterate and Translate :

" ,ediamaza¥Y ,m&Ham,mvruha
T itIAp  ,munatmlriaW ,mvnuha
" iArtSugaraz ,ijAmatips ,IHam ,Oruha,Toarm
" OnoaCa ,OnAwryimvyabzimoats
©,mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd
" ,TAdad ,/&mAd ,|Ham ,Oruha
© tiasfvrvn Im | Tak itiEy } xu ,;m ,Tak
,aHam,aruha ,Et ,vsamvn



KEY TO EXERCISES

Ch.1.4.2
. Tvrvb ,TAdad |,Oruha
,argA ,hManam | ,iha
Ch.1.4.3
J DK R@L: K[A@M @
@GK/ HLDK @6 |N@HP H
Ch.1.5.2.
b|Z|:
MY
Chl53JDK L/ K@XC/ K@T @HRZ
GW@9 KY CCIRIBEPD @2 L @6 G
@QLKW ] U@GK/ 9 /] P@QB/ K@L @6 G @QB /
<@WW@M] DKHS P@M8 R/ @GSP/

RK K7 HZKC/C@RT @W/ H

ch.1.5.4 ,ItNvh

EP/

T@mB/ "

oY ,AhMVsiOp ,ABq ,A] ,mvrqvrvV\Wk

JId Zic ,mUtar ,SlbmUha ,m&d ,iOm ,Argic

,/AhMananiJtNaj ,0Coars ,UhoW,iOh ,Ta
,TIciAmhak ,ICaW ,iAmhaY ,iAmha ,Adzam

Ch.1.6.1

Av. letter Transcript Phonetic division

B U Bi-labial

h G Aspiration

d C Dental

Y W Semi-vowel / Liquid

N \ Nasal

S 8 Sibilant

G 3 Gutteral

o) c Nasal

f E Labial
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7 = Sibilant
c B Palatal
1.7.11.
AgaY | ,mvCa
,UhoW | Tayh
Ch.11.1.1
1.,Tlz 2., itxUna 3.,atEapu 4. ,acsayriAn
5. ,ewhMa 6.,Urz 7.,1AQAgQ 8. ,atxoar f
Ch.11.1.2
| a. Dirgha Sandhi | b. Guna Sandhi, Vriddhi Sandhi and Antargata Sandhi.
Ch.11.2.1
1. ,namxat 2. ,unfat 3.,itsam 4. ,itsic
5., atNawW 6. , atSram 7. itsas 8. ,aCa
Ch.11.2.2
1. ,atxiri 2. ,atSaY 3. ,etsaW
4. ,atxab 5. ,atSrap 6. ,amsaW
Ch.111.1.1
1.6 2.6 Tic 3.6-Ans 4.6-1CX
5.60-zvrvb |6 & uts 7.6-Ci 8. & svrvp
Ch.111.2.3
a)- MA(Q b) - Srap c) - Earf d) - UAtS
Ch.111.2.3
GUNA FORM VRIDDHI GUNA FORM | VRIDDHI FORM
FORM
1/ -nat - NAt 5 |-oarm -UArm
2| -rats -TAts 6 |-Eap -1Ap
3| -jab -JAb 7 |-oars - UArs
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4|-Ean -1ANn 8 |-rap -TAp
Ch.V.1.
l.ay- 2. Nnaw
Ch. V.2.
Superlative degree Comparative degree
“holiest” .amvtsawaCa “holier” .aratsawaCa 1
“nearest” .atSidzan “nearer” .NMaydzan 2
Ch.VI.1
1. ,Arirs | 2. iwhMaW | 3. ,Apsa |4 jtiawtsa |5 ,iheyjoa
Ch.VIl.4.1
Word Case Number | Meaning
i AyanE ad Dative Singular | “for the religion”
TAyagAg Ablative Singular | “from the Gathas”
awhAqEag Locative Singular | “in the worlds”
i Instrumental/Dative Dual “with/for/from the two
AybArqiOd /Ablative eyes”
OhMldZud Nominative/Accusative | Plural “to the /the evil giving
: ones”
m&natS anar Genitive Plural “of the warriors”
mvrDvxah Accusative Singular | “to the friend”
m&nanqoaj' Genitive Plural “of the actions”
ehatAd Genitive Singular | “of the law”
Orgim Nominative Singular | “The Mithra”
m&naCvma Genitive Plural “of the Ameshas /
: immortal ones”
m&n atNVpS Genitive Plural “of the Spentas /
: beneficent ones”

Ch.VI1.4.2. Give the Avesta words for

Avesta word

Of righteousness

.ehaCa

With two hands

,aybiEatsaz
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Of the religion ,Iyan Ead

From the house TANAMN

For the warriors ,Oyb AtSE agar

The two kingdoms ’ arqaCx

For the two horses ’ aybiEapsa

Ch.VI1.3.10.2

Word Case Number | Meaning

Osaj Nominative Singular | “going”

e tiawrd Dative Singular | “for the wicked”
TanamCac Ablative Singular | “from the eye”

arq A Instrumental | Singular | “with the fire”
M&IAtS Genitive Plural “of the stars”
ehManEa Dative Singular | “for the injury”
eniamxah Dative Singular | “for the friend”
m&nfaCx Genitive Plural “of the nights”
etiAtEaway Dative Singular | “for the eternity”

Ch.VIIl.1

Word Type of pronoun Gender Meaning
apsiW Pronominal Adjective Masculine “all”
SiAt Third Pers. Pronoun | Masculine “with them”
! (Instrumental Plural)

Awh Reflexive Pronoun Feminine “herself”
awruah Pronominal Adjective Masculine “whole”
TatEa Demonstrative Pronoun Neuter “this”
ayY Relative Pronoun Masculine “Who. which”
Tat Third Pers. Pronoun (Nom | Neuter “it / to it”
! & Acc. Singular)

Awa Demonstrative Pronoun Feminine “that”
m&t Third Pers. Pronoun | Feminine “to her”

! (Accusatve Singular)
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Ak Interrogative Pronoun Feminine “Who, what?”
iom First Pers. Pronoun (Dative | - “for me / my”
' & Genitive Singular)

Ch. IX.1

A H RYtoHnd” 58 R TsiXth”

| P H RIM¢d” G @N R @eventh”

R : Hf\EMWM@® @RK 7 “eighth”

N 5 @“fifth” L / S K‘finth”

Ch. X1.3.4

,etiaCvraW : “he will work.” Future Tense, Atmanepada, 3" Person, Singular from
& zvrvWho work.”

Jyub : “mayest thou be.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2" Person, Singular from

& Ubrto become.”

amAd-we gave.” Root Aorist, Parasmaipada, 1* Person, Plural from & Ad “to give.”
,aMUI'SUS “we have / had heard.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from
OG- Ur'S “to hear.”

JhAr : “Igave.” h Aorist, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Singular from & Ar “to give.”
VratAzvrawAW “they two have / had worked.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3
Person, Dual from & ZVI'VWho work.”

,SvrAym aj “may they reach.” Precative Mood, Atmanepada, 3 Person, Plural from

o3 maj“to reach.”

Ch. XI11.5.1
Derivative Verb Modification of root Termination
Frequentative A. Reduplicating the root -
B. Reduplicating the root adding a-
C. Reduplicating the root adding ay -
Desiderative Reduplicating the root adding aC -
Denominative A - -
B_. Gunating the noun’s adding a-
final vowel.
C. Dropping the noun’s . _
final vowel. adding &y




Causal

Changing the root to Guna
or Vriddhi form

adding aya -

Incohative

adding aS -
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