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An Archaeologist’s Approach to Avestan
Geography

Frantz Grenet (CNRS / Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes, Paris)

hen in 1980 Gherardo Gnoli published his Zoroaster’s Time and
Homeland, it would appear as if definitive progress had been made

in the definition of the geographical horizon of the Avesta. All the

-countries mentioned there (especially in Vi 1, the first chapter of the

Videvdad) were identified, precisely or with a limited range of approximation,
on the basis of a scrupulous discussion which took a cenwry of research into
account, All the countries were drawn into a coherent picture, firmly grouped
around the Afghan mountains. The last ties with the western-centred tradition
of Pahlavi commentaries seemed to have been severed for good.'

But instead of resulting in a pause, as one might have expected, Gnoli’s
synthesis reactivated the debate. One now has to take into account three other
systems, more or less at variance with Gnoli as well ag with each other: they
were proposed by Helmut Humbach (1991), Willem Vogelsang (2000) and
Michael Witzel (2000). At the same time Jean Kellens (1999-2000) expressed
a strong (and, despite the call for unanimity, quite isolated) protest against the
positivist approach shared by all rival systems: “Jl serait aberrant que nous
poursuivions I'znalyse dans cette perspective historiquement connotée et que
nous avons tous, en traitant d’autres questions, abandonnée”,

What can an archaeologist working in the Central Asian field (in
Afghanistan from 1975 until 1981, in Uzbekistan from 1989) bring to the
debate? Probably a bias towards the “perspective historiqguement connotée™, at
least as long as the identifications withstand not only the test of philology (i.c.
arguable comparisons with toponyms attested in historical times) but also some
practical issues. Does the proposed order of countries not Jjust lock nice on a
large-scale map but correspond to attested historical routes? Were not some
regions which today look insignificant well situated on transhumance
itineraries? Do the descriptive words of the Avesta make sense on the ground?
To take just one small example: the “thomns™ mentioned in Vd. 1.4 as the
Abhrimanic plague of “Gava inhabited by the Sogdizns™* might appear trivial
compared with the other counter-creations, but to somebody walking on ancient
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Sogdian sites the shrub alhagi camelorum is a widespread nuisance and of
concern to cowherds. In the same perspective, the recurrence of the formula
srirgm ar95ﬁ5.draf§qm, “beautiful, with uplifted banners™, for Bactria and
Arachosia® is certainly influenced by rhetorical choices (the “mirror
composition™ of this chapter, evidence by Kellens). However, for a specialist of
the Iron Age, Bactra and Kandahar, the capital of Arachosia, obviously match
each other on both sides of the Hindukush: they were the largest fortified sites
in this period, towenno above rich plains, and hence suitable for military and/or
religious gathermos In contrast, both Nisaya {Juzjin) and Ragha (in my
opinion, in Badakhshan) lack a central plain and a fixed cap1ta1 and the recent
reinterpretation of their common plague upard.vimand.hiia- as “neighbourhood
discords” appears perfectly justified in a “realistic” perspective. It will be no
surprise, eventually, to find out that 1 often side with W. Vogelsang, who is also
an archaeologist, the main difference between us being that I-reconstruct an
overall order for the list of countries, while he does not for the second half of
the list. '

The state of the research

It has long been recognised that some of the Yaffs have a very precise
setting in some eastern Iranian countries, albeit different ones in each case. The
Mihr Yait is clearly centred on the Bamiyan and Band-i Amir area, upon which
Mithra’s gaze takes in those “Aryan counme% stretching along the rivers
which spring from the central Hindukush.® A noa-Buddhist painting which
adorned the vault of one of the Bamiyan Buddhas, until it was destroyed by the
Taliban, actually showed Mithra riding his chariot across these mountains. ®Ina
different setting, the Zamyad Ya§: continuously celebrates the country now
k_nown as S1stan with its rivers flowing mto the Hamun lake here the ultlmate

- cracks”’, a fitting descriptive epithet for the Kuh—1 Khwiajah basaltic island

" where an important Zoroastrian sanctuary was to stand in later imes. 8

Besides these pieces of regicnal patriotism, the “Younger Avesta™ contains
what purports to be a comprehensive list of countnes«(sozé’ra) created by
Ahura Mazda, each affected by a specific plague sent by Abriman, This list
constitutes the first chapter of the Vidévdad. It starts with the country calied
Airyanem Vagjah, where winter lasts ten months, and it ends with another
country affected by the same discomfort, the Raphd. Of a total of sixteen
countries, seven have always been identified beyond doubt, as they kept their
name until historical times or even to the present day. Five of these countries
are at the beginning of the list, directly following Airyanem Vagjah: Gava
“inhabited by the Sogdians”, Merv, Bactria, Nisdya said to be “between
Margiana and Bactria” and thcleforc corresponding at least in part to medieval
Juzjan in northwest Afcrhamstan Then comes the sixth country, Hardiva, the

Herat region. In addition, the tenth and eleventh countries are respectively
Arachosia, the Kandahar region, named by its river Harahvaitl, and Sistan,
named by the Hilmand river. In the following table I list, in the first column,
ic name of the country (under its modern form when it is known for certain);
n the sgcond column, its “Chrmazdian” qualification (positive or neutral); and
in the third column, its Ahrimanic plague.
Airyanem “Aryan rapids(?) of the Eied snake (or c;rag_on), logs:
Vagjah Good (river) Daitya” emonscreated winter (gloss:
which lasts ten months)
inhabited by the suyda
Gava : wec by 4 5
“Sogdians” thorns fatal to the cows
strong, supporting the
Merv - = -
religious order [unclear]
. beautiful, with uplified ) .
Bactria banners Barvara people and [unclear)
. which is between Merv . . .
Nisaya and Bactria evil [neighbourhood] discords
Herit lunclear] [unclear)
Vaskereta | inhabited by the dufaka | LI Paérika Khnathaith whom
Keresaspa seduced
Urva rich in pastures evil masters
inhabited by the Vehr-
Khnenta - 3
kéna people sodomy
Arachosia beautiful [with vplifted neglectful abandonment of
banners] corpses (nasuspaya)
) tich, possessing the
Hilmand Khvarenah “fortune, evil sorcerers
glory”
Ragha of the three cantons evil neighbourhood discords
strong, supporting the . .
Chakhra -
religious order cooking of the carrion
with four corners (gloss: el .
Varena birthplace of Thragtaona uAntlme y menstruations, non-
who killed Azhi Dahaka) | ‘AN masters
Hapta untimely menstruations,
Hendu excessive heat
Over (...) demons-created winter,
the Ranha plunderer overlords

As can be seen, almost all identified countries are situated beyond the
present borders of Iran, to the east and northeast. The only exception is Sistan,
and only for its westernmost part. It is only possible to draw the Iranian plateau




into the picture of early Zoroastrianism by recognising one or several of its
regions in the remaining countries on the list. This has been the regular
tendency of Zoroastrian scholarship since the Sasanian commentators of the
Avesta and all modern scholars have followed suit, up until Arthur Ch_nstensen
{1943). But in the last decades Gherardo Gnoli (most elabor.a_tcly in _1.980)
{(Fig. 1) has brilliantly argued for a scheme that pusl_les the 11_st deﬁmt‘lvely
outside the boundaries of Iran and substantially into Pakistan. W1llem
Vogelsang (2000} has presented what purports to be an improvemf:r_]tlon this
scheme. Discordant voices were heard at once, however, and after criticisms by
Helmut Humbach'® and Michael Witzel (2000) it now seemns that the pendujum
is again swinging back towards Iran, through Gurgan all the way 10 Ray near
modern Teheran.

GAVA , SGGDI

" HAPTA
' HENDU.
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Fig. 1: Map according to Gnoli (adapted from Gnoli 1980; this map and the
following one have been drawn by Frangois Ory, CNRS, Paris)

In the present contribution I would like basically to suggest a return to
Gnoli’s and Vogelsang’s conclusions, keeping in mind that some improvements
can still be made using the same principles as they did. These principles are,
first, a sceptical attitude towards identifications in Pahlavi texts, most of which
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were clearly motivated by a wish to transfer as much as possibie of the tradition
1o more centraf regions of the Sasanian empire. Secandly, great attention has to
be paid to the geographical characiérisation of the countries as they appear in
the list: sketchy as they are, they sometimes offer precious clugs to anybody

" familiar with natural conditions in these regions. To these points of method 1

would add the recognition of a simple and logical order. This was in fact the
weak point in Gnoli’s system, as Witzel did not fail to point out in his articie,
which otherwise recommends itself by many pertinent comparisons with the
Rgvedic material. In particular, the middle part of the list as Gnoli reconstitutes
it seems o proceed in huge zigzags, for example moving from Urva in the
Ghazni region to Khnenta, put in eastern Baclria, then leapfrogging to
Arachosia and Sistan. Also, the sequence Ragha — Chakhra - Varena is made to
2o in the opposite direction from the preceding one, because Gnoli wants to put
the particularly religious place Chakhra as close as possible to Sistdn, which he
takes as the real focal point. Vogelsang, though less committed in his
identifications of countries south and east of the Hindukush, also does not claim
to present a logical order as far as this part of the map 15 concerned (Fig. 2).

ATHRYANEM
VAEJAH

" GAVA, SOGDIANS
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Fig. 2: Map according to Vogelsang (reconstruction)




34 BIRTH OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE

Humbach stretches to the west as far as Hyrcania and Ray (which he
considers the “obvious™ candidates for Khnenta and Ragha). For the rest his
system stands apart from all the others in that he puts in eastern Bactria the
countries Varena and Hapta Hendu, which are held by all modern scholars
(and, in the case of Hapta Hendu, even by the Tran-centred Pahlavi tradition) to
be in northwest India (Fig. 3).

ot

Fig. 3: Map according to Humbach (reconstruction)

He does not bother about recognising an overall order, but Wiizel, adopting
some of his identifications, does. His own scheme appears extremely
complicated, although purporting to look like a spread-out mandala (Fig. 4).
One is invited to start from the highlands of central Afghanistan, to move
northeast (to Sogdiana), northwest (to Hyrcania), then southwest (to Sistan),
and finally to move right across from west (Ray) to east (Panjab). This scheme
would structurally correspond to that of the seven continents (kifwar) as
expressed in Pahlavi texts, but in a reverse, anticlockwise order, and in addition
each branch of the list would be affected by a pulsatory movement to and fro.

One wonders whether it would not be simpler to assume that there is no order at
all. !
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Fig. 4: Map according to Witzel (reconstruction)

The starting point of the list: Airyanem Vagjah

Before reconsidering the list entirely, it might be worth examining the
starting point, namely the Airyanem Vagjah, more precisely the “Airyanem
Vagjah of the Good River”. If this country is central Afghanistan, as assumed
by Gnoli and Witzel, one wonders what the “Good River” can be. This
difficulty has been challenged only by one scholar, the Russian Iranologist Ivan
Steblin-Kamenskii, in a short article published 27 years ago which has
remained largely unnoticed.”! He drew attention to the fact that the name of the
“Good River”, Vahvi, had tenaciously survived until the early 20" century
under the form Vakh, known to the Greeks as the “Ochos™ and designating the
river today known as the Dary3-i Panj on the upper course of the Oxus (it is
now reduced to its uppermost section, the Vakhin = Vakh + an). The name
Oxus, which eventually spread to the whole river, originally belonged to a
right-hand-side tributary that is still known locally as the Vakhsh.
Consequently, the cold country of the airyanam vagié vanhuiid daitiiaiid, best
translated as “the Aryan rapids of the (river) Daitya”,'* would rather correspond




to the water system of the Pamirs and the pre-Pamirian highlands (that part of
Badakhshan which is now in Tajikistan).

The Ragha question

We shali encounter the Good River again in connection with another
problematic country, Ragha, which comes twelfth on the list. This country,
identified as Ray in the Pahlavi commentary of the Vidévdc?d (but not in t.he
Bundahisn), has always been the focal point of those who Wlshed to recognise
in the Vidévdad list an echo of the Median empire and of its reception of _the
Zoroastrian faith. Some interesting details are in fact mentioned concerning
Ragha. Its Ahcdmanic plague is wpard.vimanah-, generally translated as
“extreme doubts”. Moreover, in another Avestan passage from the Yasna (V.
19.18) it is stated that Ragha is the only country that hz%s only four ratu-
{patrons) instead of the usual five: one for the nmana- {farly/house), one for
the vis- (clan/village), one for the zantu- (iribe/canton), and above them
Zoroaster himself, but no master for the daifhu- (people/country) as Suph;
consequently it is called zarafultrif “belonging to Zarathu.:"stra” or maybe Just
“Zoroastrian”, These two sets of characteristics haye prov%_gled the foundgnon
for an imposing edifice, initiated by Martin Haug in 1857 and thgn built up
step by step by successive scholars. In the most extreme elaboration Sf this
theory, formulated by Humbach, Ragha, city of Med1a,vwoiﬂ_d bt_acome a sort
of Mazdayasnian Vatican whose pope called “Zar.at-hustra is zs.m’l’ultaneously
the worldiy ruler of the country and its supreme religious .author{ty . As for the
“extreme doubts”, they would refer to “an early religious dlsagree_me_nt, a
schism between the Mazdayasnians of the east, represented by thﬁ majority of
the geographical names in the list of lands, and those of the _west”: o

But these theories have recently been exposed to philological criticisms
which 1 consider decisive. Jean Kellens has recently discovered_ that the
expression understood as “‘extreme doubts” %glstead means somet'hmg.mOfe
mundane, probably “neighbourhood discords™. ™ In fact the same epithet is met
with for Nisiya (Juzjan), where no modern scholar ever propc_:sed to locate a
great Zoroastrian theological scheol. As for the country l?clo_ngmg to Zoroaster
or to some carrier of this title, Xavier Tremblay has convincingly proposed that
the information should be reduced to a mechanical consequence of the state of
political fragmentation.'® The successive stages can be viewed as follows:

a) Descriptive epithet. In Vd. 1.15, Ragha 1s simply qualified as Gri.zc-mru-,
“of the three tribes/cantons”, which implies a divided or partitioned
country not organised above the tribal level; this detail, perfectl?f
consistent with the Ahrimanic plague of “neighbourhood discords”,
might have been chosen in order to distinguish this Ragha _fr_om
homonymous countries which did not share the same political

characteristics {as aptly stressed by Tremblay, Media with its kings and
chief city Raga surely were in the latter category).

b) Scholarly development. In Y. 19 (a word-by-word exegesis of the
prayer Ahuna vairiia), paragraphs 14—18 offer a formalistic digression
about various things expressed in numbers. One of them appears to be
the formula frizantu-, found in Vd. 1.15 and brought to its seemingly
logical consequence in paragraph 18: as Ragha has no organised social
level above the zantu-, it has no ramu- (“patron™)"” for the daifhu- and
people are referred directly to everybody's ratu-, i.e. Zoroaster; hence
the new epithet given to the country, raya zaraBuitri-.'®

¢) Historicisation. This last qualification gave rise in its turn to the idea
that Ragha was Zoroaster’s homeland. In the Zoroastrian literature that
has come down to us, this idea is expressed only in Pahlavi texts, In the

-commentary of V4. 1.15 it is given as a non-unanimous opinion,
“Rag (.. .); some say: Zoroaster was from this place”, no doubt because
of Azerbaijan’s rival claim (the contradiction was solved by some
exegets who plainly stated that Rag, i.e. according to them Ray, was in
Azerbaijan).” The concept of Ragha as Zoroaster's country can also be
traced in the seventh book of the Dénkard (Dk) and in the Wizidagiha 1
Zadspram (WZ), and this is all the more interesting as these two books
draw from the Spand Nask, the Avestan book which contained the
legend of Zoroaster, now lost but still in exjstence in the 9™ century (as
shown by its short summary in Dk. 8). They use its zand version
(Pahlavi translation with glosses), which they either quote (Dk) or
rephrase (WZ). In Dk 7.2.9-10 we read that Zoroaster's mother, in
order to be married, was sent “to the viliage (deh) of the Spitamin, on
the rastdg of "I’k (. . ), to the house (man) of Padiragtarasp”. As noted
by Humbach, 'k appears to stand for 'k, the usual Pahlavi
transcription of Ragha. Normally részgg means “district”, but as in
translations from the Avesta it is regularly used for $6ifra-, “country”,
one can conjecture that the underlying Avestan text of the Spand Nask
had *raygm $6ifram. The regular transcription [’k appears in the
formula Rdg ud Nodar (Dk. 7.2.51, 3.19; WZ 10.14-15), which is best

interpreted as uniting the names of Zoroaster's country and Vishtdspa’s
20
clan.

Besides these direct mentions of Ragha in conmnection with Zoroaster’s
legend, there are undirect ones.’ Both the Dérkard and the Selecrions of
Zddspram describe how Zoroaster had his great vision of Wahman (Vohu
Manah). These accounts are loaded with very precise topographical details that
provide a decisive clue to the actual location of the Ragha country.

“It is revealed that after the passing away of thirty years since he existed
(..), after Nowruz, there was a festival called Wahiar-blidag, in a place
particularly well known where people from many directions had come to the
festive place (. . .). On the passing away of the five days at the festive place
(.. .) Zoroaster went forth to the bank of the river Diitya in order to squeeze the




hom (.. ). The river was in four arms and Zoroaster crossed them, the first one
was upto the feet, the second upto the knees, the third upto the parting of the
two thighs, the fourth upto the neck (...). When he came out of the water and
put up his cloth, he saw the Amahraspand Wahman in human form.™ (WZ20.1—
4) In the parallel passage Dk.7.3.5]-54 (where the crossing of the four arms is
marked as a quotation), it is stated that Wahman comes from the south, from
which we can infer that Zoroster has crossed the river from the north.

Nothing in the logic of the rarrative calls for this material detail of the “four
arms”, and Zadspram’s gloss is clearly a scholastic addition (“This was a sign
that religion will come to the height four times, the manifestation of which will
be through Zoroaster, Ushédar, Ushadarmah and the S&shans™). If we now look
along the actual course of the Darya-i Panj, to which the name of the Vahyi
Daitya was attached since at feast the Achaemenian period (as shown by the
Greek transcription Ochos, alrcady found in the historians of Alexander), then
we find one ford thar comesponds very well to the descriptior..” This ford,
known as the Samti or Badakhshan ford, always had great importance as it
provided the main passage between the Kulyab plain in the north and the
valleys of western Badakhshan in the south. 1 quote the description given in the
Gazetteer of Afghanistan: “The river which is here divided into four channels,
109,.207, 680 and 1012 paces, respectively, in breadth, with only a few paces
of dry lard between them ig fordable. The current is rapid in the two middle
channels, and the water waistdeep”.

Even more interesting for our purpose is the fact that the region
immediately to the southeast of the ford is still known as Ragh. It was probably
mentioned (as the “kingdom” of Heluoho) by the 7th-century Chinese pilgrim
Xuanzang.” In the late |9® century, Ragh was described as a cluster of valleys,
six eventually uniting into one (the Sadda or Ab-i Régh) and two others (the
Turghan and the Ab-i Rewinj) independently flowing into the Darya-i Panj.
This rings a bell when one remembers the “three cantons” of V4, 1.15.2 Fuarther

- to the southwest there is a local toponym Ragh Dasht, 20 kilometres north of
the bend of the Kokcha river, the Riid-e Badakhshan. In the only fragment of
" Zoroaster’s legend preserved in the Avestan language, in the late passage
Vidévdad 19.18 (a recycled fragment of the Spand Nask?), Ragha is not named,
but Zoroaster’s father’s house ig said to stand “on the berd of the darair”. 1t is
tempting to identify this river with the Dargoidos / Dargidos mentioned by
Prolemy (6.11.2), in a position corresponding to the present Kokcha, Actually
in WZ 23.7-8 the last of the seven Inlerviews between Zoroaster and the
Amahraspands takes place at the confluence of the Darjén (i.e. the darajiy with
" the Daitya; here “winter lasts five months™, an indication which shows that this
region lies out of what is properly called Aiyanem Vagjah where winter lasts
ten months. ‘
One cannot escape the conclusion that the redactors of the Spand Nask,
probably in the Achaemenid period,* had precise knowledge of eastern Baciria,

The list as a whole

a) Along the Oxus

We can now reconsider the entire list of countries. If we rake the Pamirian
region as its starting point, it appears that the first part of the list, in which all
countries can easily be identified, displays a simple order. There are neither to-
and-fro movements nor important gaps, but rather several CONUNUOUS sequences
arranged in ar anticlockwise order. The first chain of countries comprises
“Gava inhabited by the Sogdians”, then Merv. Gava, if its name survives m
Gabai (Amian, Anab. 4.17.4), should be looked for in the Bukhara oasis or on
the lower Kashka-dary3 valiey, in any case near the Oxus, which Achaemenid
Sogdiana (a broader concept) also bordered.” In the Iron Age, the oasis of
Merv reached closer to the Oxus than in later periods.”® Therefore “this first
S€quence moves along the Good River, the Oxus. The statement in the Great
Bundahishn (X1 A7) according to which “the river Diitya comes out of
Eranwez and proceeds to *Gobedestan™ is consistent with the interpretation of
Gobed as *gauua-pati-, “lord of Gava™?

b) North of the Hindukush

The second chain, starting again from near the Pamir, comprises Bactria,
Nisdya (Juzjan) and Herat, It proceeds along the northern foothills of the
Hindukush.

¢) South of the Hindukush

Afier this section come the countries Vagkereta, Urva, Khnenta, followed
by the more familiar Arachosia and Sistan.

In the case of Vagkereta, the identification with “Kabul” unanimously
proposed in the Pahlavi tradition seems, for once, well grounded. In a decisive
article, Sylvain Lévy showed a tong time ago that this identification 1s mirrored
by the Mahamayiri, a Buddhist list of countries considered an excellent source,
which gives Vaikrtika as the name of the spirit (yaksa) of Gandhira This
proposal has since been generally accepted, the only challenge having come
from Humbach, who writes that “its place in the list does not favour this
equation” (see below on this particular question). Should an attempt be made to
displace Vagkereta to the north of the Hindukush (for his own part Humbach
would put it between Sistin and Herat), one could play with a comparison with
Weshgird <*vayui-kria-, “made by Vayu”, the ancient name of an important
town near Dushanbe, in the easternmost part of Achaemenid Sogdiana. But the
etymology Vaskereta <*vayu-krta- upheld by several authors, including
Humbach, is at Jeast questionable.”” To sum up, nto credible alternative has been
proposed to the firm testimony of the Mahamayir, A possible specification
would be to consider the western part of historical Gandhzra (Kapisa, the Kabul
region), rather than the eastern part, as the “Seven Rivers” of India {Hapta
Hendu in our list) included the Kabul river. This brings us back again not far




from Pamir, while the two last names in this section, Arachosia and Sistz‘m,
invite us to look for an itinerary in the southern foothiils of the Hindukush.

The arguments for locating the following country, Urva, in the Ghazni
region were excellently presented by Christensen™ and endorsed by Gnoli.”'

The epitheth pouru.vasta-, “rich in pastures”, echoes the 19th-century travellers
who were very concerned about the military potential of Afghanistan and
mentioned the exceptional capacity of the plain immediately to the north of
Ghazni for maintaining cavalry; 60 kilometres westwards, the Dasht-i Nawur
was still in the 1970s a major gathering point of Pashiun nomads in summer.™
The name Urva reappears in the Zamydd Yashe (Yr. 19.67) as the river Urvadha
(with the same epithet, pouru.vastra-), listed among the tributaries of the
Hamiin lake. Historically, though it does not correspond any more to physical
reality, the Ghazni-riid was considered to be linked to the Arghandab through
the Jake Ab-i Istada and the Ldra river. The aliernative identification proposed
by Humbach and Vogelsang (between Sistin and Herdt) is based upon a
speculative localisation of the river Urvadhi® The solution suggested by
Witzel (on the Kopet-dagh foothills) is a petitio principii.

Next comes Khnenta “inhabited by the Vehrkana” (vahrkané. Jaiiana-). As
the coupling of these names has always been the core of the argument, one
should perhaps begin with a preliminary evaluation of the particular meaning of
faiidna- (in principle “inhabited by”) in this context. The word also appears
with Gava (suydo.Saiiana-) and Vaékarata (dufaké. $aiidna-). The dufaka- is a
problem,** but there is no doubt that suyda- is the name of the people known as
the Sogdians through history. The Mihr Yast {¥t. 10.14) also associates “Gava,
Sughdha”, but on an equal focting, suggesting two adjacent areas, as is surely
the case with “Ishkata, Pouruta”. As Gava appears to correspond to the western
(lowland) part of Achaemenid Sogdiana, one could suggest that the Sughdha
inhabited the eastern (highland) part of the region and used the plains as winter
pastures.” I think a similar reasoning might help in clarifying the situation with
Khnenta “inhabited by the Vehrkana”.

The name Khnenta (xmonia-) is not recorded elsewhere in historical
geography. Humbach proposes to emend it to *xrenda-, later Hirand, today the
river of Gurgan {given as a people in Ptolemy 6.9.5: Khrendoi). As Gurgan,
ancient Hyrcania, carries the same name as the Vehrkana, the solution seems
attractive and Witzel eventually adopts it. But there are difficulties. Leaving
aside for the moment the huge consequences for the geographical cohesion of
the list, the form xnontam is given by all manuscripts. Though the initial cluster
xn- is indeed atypical for Indo-Iramian words, there is one other case in
Avestan, and it is surely no coincidence that it is Khnathaitl (xngfzif), the
name of the pairika- {evil female being, witch) of Vagkereta (Kabul). Therefore
the form Khnenta, however non-Indo-Iranian it may be, is not so easy to
discard. Vehrk@na, ultimately from wvrk-, “wolf”, undoubtedly underlies
“Hyrcania”. But it is also attested in Waziristdn, a hilly region on the
Indo-Afghan border, with the town Urgiin (Pashtun Wargiin < vehrkana-).*
The name seems to be mirrored on the Indian side by the Vrcivant people,

whom the Rg-Veda (6.27.5) locates just to the south of Waziristan, on the Hali-
ab and Zhob rivers; Witzel briefly contemplates them as 2 possible alternative
to Gurgan.®’ Vogelsang, for his part, accepts the identification Vehrkana —
Urgiin as “a distinct possibility™.*® Gnoli once inclined in the same direction but
eventually rejected it in favour of southeast Bactria, at great cost to the
coherence of his system (see Fig. 1) and on the sole evidence of the imprecisely
situated Barkanioi mentioned by the court physician Ctesias, who probably
never set foot in those eastern regions.”

But did Khnenta occupy the very same spot? If we suppose the same sort of
relationship between Khnenta and Vehrkana as between Gava and Sughdha, we
are allowed a certain latitude. In fact, assuming that Urva/Urvadhi is the
Ghazni-riid, the position of Khnenta between Urva and Harahvait] (the river of
Arachosia, i.e. the Arghandab) leads us to the Tarnak valley, where today the
main centres are Mukur (upstream) and Kalit-e Ghilzai (downstream).
Confirmation of this identification can be found by comparing the list of rivers
given in the Zamyad Yasht (Yt 19.67) as tributaries of the Hamon lake.*
Thanks to the conservatism of local toponymy, the first five rivers (Khvastra,
Hvaspa, Fradatha, Khvarenahvaili, Ushtavaiti) are safely identified as
northeastern and northern tributaries of the lake, enumerated in anticlockwise
order (merely with interversion of the last two). Then come Urvadha, Erezi,
Zarenumaif? and Hagtumant. Gnoli rightly recognises the first and third ones as
eastern tributaries, not flowing directly into the lake but eventually collected by
the Haétumant (Hilmand) and again epumerated anticlockwise: the Ghazni-riid
(continued by the Lora) and the Arghandab.*! Strangely enough, he leaves the
intermediate Erezl out of this group and without a firm identification. It can be
no other than the Tarnak “sandwiched between the Arghandab and Arghastin
[the lower course of the Lora]™,* a straight river, which is precisely the
meaning of erazi-. Therefore the sequence Urva — Khnenta — Harahvaiti —
Ha&tumant in Vd. 1 corresponds to Urvadha — Erezl — Zarenumaiti — Hatumant
in ¥t. 19.76.

The town Urgin is 130 kilometres east of Moqur. In the 19" cenry,
nomadic groups belonging to the Ghilzai confederation used to ascend every
year from the plains beyond Urgiin, via the Tochi and Gomal valleys, to
“spread out in small {summer] camps over the countryside, usually on the
stretch south of Ghazni to Muqur and Kalat {i.e. the Tarnak valley]”.* The fort
ar Kalat-e Ghilzai indicates military organisation. There is no question of
asserting that migration patterns remained unchanged in this sector over two
and a half millennia, but I would suggest “Khnenta inhabited by the Vehrkana”
should be visualised in such a way.

d) The path to India

The last chain of countries starts with Ragha and eventuaily brings to
northwest India, the Hapta Hendu {the Sapta Sindhavas of India, i.e. the five
rivers of Panjab, plus the Kabul river, plus the Indus). Humbach’s attempt to
shift this country to the upper Oxus basin is rightly rejected by Witzel* (and




ignored by the others) in view of the Ahrimanic plague of Hapta Hendu: the
“excessive heat”. The preceding country, Varena has been identified with
Bunér on the unanimous testimeny of Panini and the Buddhist literature,
including the authoritative AMahamaydirt, which has already provided the
identification of Vagkereta with Gandhara.*”” Between Ragha and Varena comes
Chakhra, which in this perspective would probably correspond to Chitral.

There is, however, a possible alternative more to the south, as the chief
town of the Logar valley south of Kabul is called Chakhr (the name is attested
since the 14" century).’® From here, heading east towards the Kurram valley,
one could evertually reach the Indian plains through Bannu whose name, like
that of Bunér, reflects Varena. Though only the northern Varena was recorded
in Indian literary and scholarly tradition, the original form of the southern one
is attested by Xuanzang (Falanae, with Indications of distances which
correspond only to Bannu).47 But if so, one would have to assume a severe
disturbance in the order of countries. The road between Kapisa—Kibul
{Vagkereta) and Ghazni (Urva) goes through Logar, which therefore should
have been mentioned at this place. The same remark applies for the position of
Kapisa—Kabul between Badakhshan and Ldgar. In the latter case, one cannot a
priovi exclude the possibility that the Ragha of the Vidévdad (raya Brizantu-)
was a different country from the Ragha the redactors of the Spand Nask had in
mind (obviously Badakhshan), the more so if the first text is pre-Achaemenid
and the second one late Achaemenid. But such a hypothesis does not get us
very far. Where should we put “Ragha of the three cantons™? Just after Sistan,
which precedes it in the list? This is Gnoli’s choice, “with a fair degree of
approximation . . . in an area that includes the modern districts of Zamin-Davar
and Qal‘at-i Gilzai”.*® But at this stage of our argument it seems that all this
sector is already distributed between the basins of Tarnak (Khnenta),
Arghandab (Harahvaiti) and Hilmand (Ha8tumant). Or should we place Ragha
next to Logar? The only possible direction is to the west and there is hardly any
room there, except in the small valley of Wardak.*

All things considered, the sequence Badakhshin —~ Chitrdl — Bunér seems
more coherent than the Zamindavar — Logar — Bungr proposed by Gnoli, while
Vogelsang is committed to none of the three pames (Ragha is not situated,
Ldgar “may be correct” for Chakhra, Varena is either Bunér or Bannu). One
should keep in mind that regional names travelied in groups across the
Hindukush and across the Kabul river: as the couple Khast-Warnu of eastern
Bactria is mirrored by Swat—Bunér to the north of Gandhéra,so by Khast-Bannu
in the Kurram valley, the possibility that there once existed a Chakhra to the
west of Swat should not be discarded. Badakhshan communicated with Chitral
through the Kokcha valley (probably the darejt of the Avesta, see above) and
several high passes, mainly the Dorah pass and those leading to the Pech valley.
The fact that specific religions related to an archaic Indian stratum survived in
Chitral and in the higher valleys until recent times does not rule out ancient
atteropts at spreading Zoroastrianism. Chakhra’s positive and negative
characteristics are, respectively, the best and the worse possible ones : on the
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one hand afauuan- “upholding the religious order”, an epitheth shared only
with Merv, on the other hand nasu.spacya- “cooking of the carrion”, a term
which can refer to various inexpiable sins: anthropophagy, cynophagy,
defilernent of the (sacrificial ?) fire with impurc dead matter’' Such a contrast
suggests the coexistence of several populations, some of them religiously
controlled and some of them not at all. Also, traditional communications
between Chitral, Swat and Bungr did not necessarily use the vailey of the Kabul
river.

In any case the list eventvally ends up near its starting point with the last
country, Ranha, Sanskrit Rasd, where winter lasts ten months like in the
Airyanem Vagjah. This country is endowed with mythological features but
also, as Witzel rightly argued, it has some basis in reality, namely some upper
tributary of the Indus.™ '

The relative uncertainty about the last section does not break the logical
construction of the list (Fig. 5). Far from reflecting an elaborate cosmogony
like that of the list of the seven parts of the world, it is a group of four
sequences, each starting from roughly the same area and each arranged
according to the principle of continuity. This is exactly the underlying principle
of the list of countries in most of the inscriptions of Darius,*® except that the
general order is clockwise in the inscriptions and anticlockwise in the
Vidévdad. Witzel draws attention to the fact that, in Indo-European concepts
and rituals, the counter-clockwise order is in principle associated to
Inauspicious contexts, and puts forward the interesting suggestion that its use in
the Videévdad should be linked with the fundamentally exorcising character of
this book.** At the same time, the selection of countries in the first section
directly results from them bordering on the Vahvi Daitya, which flows through
Airyanem Vagjah, and this initial choice could well have dictated the overall
order. ‘

A second observation, on which I side entirely with Gnoli and Vogelsang, is
the total exclusion of the Iranian plateau. Everything stops on a line Merv —
Herat — Sistan. As a cluster of countries, it seems to prefigure two historical
constructions that were later created by horsemen descended from the north: the
Indo-Scythian kingdoms in the 1st century BCE, then the Hephtalite empire in
the 5" century AD.*

The early list in the Vidévdad bears witness to a period when the main focus
of the Zoroastrian priests, or maybe the rulers, was still along the Indian border,
with combined or alternating phases of defence and encroachment.”® This
impression is reinforced by the mention of “non-Aryan masters” as the specific
plague of Varena or “plunderer overlords” in Ranha,”” maybe the “evil mastess”
in Urva. No wonder the Avesta associates these southeastern countries with
typical “frontier heroes™: the dragon-slayer Thraftaona, born in Varena;
Keresaspa, lover of the witch from Vagkereta and whom his exploits against




bandits and a gandarauua- (loanword from Sanskrit gandharva®) bring to Lake
Pishinah, the name of which survives today in the Pishin plain te the south of

the Lora river (lower Urvadhi).® The grazing lands of southeastern
Afghanistan are in fact over-represenied in the list, suggesting a horizon

centred rather on Arachosia and the neighbouring valleys. The more landlocked
east-west valleys of the Hindukush, today Afghanistan’s “central road”, are left
out of the picture, though they are mentioned in the Mihr Yashr : Ishkata {the
Bamiyan and Band-i Amir region), Pouruta (Ghar).™ As Vogelsang aptly
writes: “While in this part of the Iranian world [i.e. south and east Afghanistan]
the composer names a number of obscure districis that otherwise remain
unknown, his series of lands mentioned at the beginning of the list {nos. 1-G) is
remarkable by the mentioning of merely the most famous lands”.

300km
—

Fig. 5: Map according to the present author

The reception of the Zoroastrian faith by the Medes, then by the first
Achaemenids, lay in the future, or maybe it was not a main concern from the
viewpoint of those who composed the text. Deioces, Cyrus and Darius were
stll very much in the wings. It is difficult to imagine that the text was

composed anywhere other than in South Afghanistan and later than the middle
of the 6" century BCE.
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Gnoli 1989 repeats the same views with an updated bibliography. Skjerve (1995
163-5). though less committed in detail, shares the eastern-centred approach.
For skairi-, “thorn”™, see Henning 1947: 52, n. 1.

In the case of Arachosia, 2rad8d.drafSam is restituted by Keliens (1999-2000: 739),
like uparg before vimand. hiia- for Nisdya. In the present article the scientific
transcription of Avestan is used only for direct quotations: more familiar
transcriptions are used in the text, long vowels being indicated in order to avoid
ambiguity.

For Kandahar: Helms 1982; McNicoll and Ball 1996 (the 90-hectare walled city
dates from the Iron Age). For Bactra: summary ard bibliography in Grenet 1989 the
long-suspecled Achaemenid levels under the 120-hectare citadel were discovered in
2004 (toc be published by Roland Besenval and Philippe Marquis). For
aradfio.drafSa-, ¢f. the city Drapsa/Drapsaka; the possibility of its location in the
Baghlan plain in southeast Bactria, contemplated in Grenet 1995 (after ]. Harmatta
and H. Humbach), has fow indirectly- been confirmed-by the identification of
Kunduz, the rival claimant, with Warnu, Greek Aornos (Sims-Williams 1997: 16-17,
n. 28). Cf. also the festival of the “raising of the standard” still held on Nowruz at
Mazar-i Sharif near Balkh (Dupree 1980: 105; Vogelsang 2000: 52, n. 20).

Gnoli 1980: 84-7.

Grenet 1994.

K. Hoffmann, apud Hintze 19%4: 73.

Grenet 2002-2003: 154-6.

Marquart (1901: 78-9) drew attention to the name Nsai-mianak (*Nisag I miyanag.
“The middle Nisa”) in the 7th-century Armenian Geography, probably to be
identified with Maymanah.

Main discussion in Humbach 1991: I, 33-6, with reference to earlier articles by him.
Steblin-Kamenskii 1978.

Witzel 2000: 329-30. According to him, it corresponds to central Hindukush, as it
does Tor Gnoli. Vogelsang put it far in the north, beyond the Syr-darya, according to
his conception of a Scythian migration underlying the whole structure. Humbach
1991; I, 36 favours the Pamir region. Kellens 2003 :104 tanslates daitiia-
as “suitable” and interprets this cpithet as referring to “an appropriate seasonal
flow”. By the way this is exactly how modern geographers characterise the Darya-i
Panj : “Of all the rivers of the region the Panj is the most regular, as it comes from
the highest and most glaciate point”; consequently it always carries a sufficient
amount of water, except during winter frosts, and its spring rise s more controllable
than that of other rivers, in particular the Vakhsh (Pierre Gentelle, pers. comm.).
There is probably a contrasting effect between the name of the Vahvl Daitya and
that of the Vakhsh (“the leaping / surging one™).

13. Apud Bunsen 1857: V/2, 116.

14.

15.

Humbach 1991: 1, 45-6, elaborating upon Hoffmann 1979. Witzel (318-19) accepts
the western Ragha, while not excluding that “there may also have been twa different
Rayas”.

As a marginal note to a forthcoming article “Aprés avoir bris€ |’obstacle”, where it is
demonstrated that the abstract meaning “superior” usually assigned to Avestan
upara- is not generalised, the word having in certain cases (like in upard.vimanah-)
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kept its Indo-Iranian meaning “next, vlterior”, I am grateful to Jean Kellens for this
informatjon.

Tremblay 1999: 45-8 (unpublished PhD); more details in 2 letter dated 29.1.2004 in
which he traces the history of this idea. I express my thanks to hims though agrecing
in the main, my views differ from his in some details and he cannot be held
responsible for the presentation given here.

For Young Avestan raiu-, meaning “patron, model”, not “master, chief”, see
Tremblay 1998: 192-6. Cf. Plutarch’'s obviously well informed translation of
Tishtrya’s epithet ratim pairi.damca: “guardian and watcher” {philaka kai prooptén)
(De Iside et Osiride 47 ; sce de Jong 1997 : 193-194).

Consequently I cannot side with Gnoli’s attempt to rescue the Median theological
centre at Ray by assuming that raye zaraBuftri- is a different place from raypa
Grizantu- (Gnoli 1985),

Rightly noticed by Mary Boyce in Boyee and Grenet 1991: 81-2; but she shares
Gnoli's view about “holy Raga” (a ceined expression by her) being Median Ray,
“whose Zoroastrian traditions went back perhaps to the eighth century B.C.",
Lastly Humbach 1991: I, 47-9 {and see p. 46 on I’k).

From here to the end of this section I summarise and update an earlier article
inciuding detailed maps of the sector under discussion {Grenet 2002).

Watters  1904-1905: 273. According te Yutaka Yosida (pers.comm.), the
reconstructed early middle Chinese form yar-la” -ya with the normal prothetic yar-
before initial r- indicates Ragh (as assumed by Watters, quoting H. Yule) rather than
Réwan, a district just to the west of the Kokcha river proposed by Marquart [1901:
237-8], who supposed that this name [<*R&ywan] derived from Ragh anyway. The
form Ragh instead of the expected *Ragh can be explained, as a vrddhi form

-generalized from the name of some part of the country, e.g. “plain of Ragha” or

“tiver of Ragha” (both possibilities are suggested by X, Tremblay, pers.comm.). The
name Badakhshan, mentioned besides Helucho by Xuanzang (Boduochuangna) and
already attested for the 5% century by the Weishu (Futisha), cannot pre-date the
Sasanian conguest of Bactria in the 3rd century since it contains the Middle Persian
title bidax$, “viceroy, chief minister”. The Jist in Eilers 1954: 300-301 gives the
impression that there are more recorded “Righ” toponyms than in reality. The name
is actuaily generic (“plain near o mountain™), but in eastern Iranian countries there
are only two clusters, one in western Badakhshan and one in the Toba Kakar range
to the southeas: of Kandahar. Lur'e 2004: 143—4 adds a few local toponyms
scattered in Sogdiana. See also the village Ragh, just north of the town Chitral, and
the town Ragawu in Apavarticene to the west of Merv (Isidorus of Charax, 13).

- For “neighbourhood discords™, <f. the formulas a good observer of rural conditions

uses about Badakhshan: “ces conflits séculaires qui ensanglantent périodiquement
certains des villages de la région — et dont origine est A rechercher plutdt dans des
vols de troupeaux, des disputes de bornage ou des contentieux sur "usage des hauts
péturages que dans des différences cultuelles” (Puig 2005: 98, the “différences
cultuelles” of today are between Ismailis and Sunni Muslims). The epithet
upard.vimanah- can be considered, geographically, as a characteristic of countries
where good pasture is scarce or not controlled by a recognised authority, the
opposite of pourwvdsira- {characleristic of the country Urva, see below).
Ideclogically it appears the opposite to vouri.gaoligoiti-, “with large pasture rights”,
epithet of Mithra.

It may seem extremely adventurous to propose a date for a text that no longer exists,
but there are some indications. In those scctions of Dk 7 which are not marked as
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quotations from the zand of the Spand Nusk, Wishtdsp is titled either $3h, in
conformity with the tradition embodied in the Sasanian Xwaday-namag, or dahibed:

in the quotations he is not called 534 (which has no corresponding Avestan word)
but Kay Wifidsp, as everywhere in the subsisting Avesra, and in one place (4.86)

dahibed burziwand Kay Wiftasp. The underlying Avestan words daighupaii- and
bargzant- could echo the Achaemenid royal titles xidyaBiya vazraka ... xSayaliya
dahyindm (for other sparse indications in Yashts 5 and 19 of a “royalisation” of the
Kavis see Keliens 1979: 51, who suggests Achaemenid influence), The ceniral
episode of the Spand Nask (the revelation from Vohu Manah) was known to Greck
philosophers of the Academy and the Peripatos in the 4" or 3% century BCE, as
shown by the remarkable account in Diodorus Siculus 1.94.2: “Thus it is recorded
that among the Arians Zathraustes claimed that the Good Spirit gave him his laws,
among the people known as the Getae who represent themselves to be immortal
Zalmoxis asserted the same of their common goddess Hestia, and among the Jews
Moyscs referred his laws to the god who is invoked as Tzo™ (De Jong 1997: 266-7).
[ tentatively suggested (Boyce and Grenet 1991 158, n. 26) that this first-hand
information (demonstrated by the form Zathrausies for Zoroaster) came from
Clearchus of Soli, a disciple of Aristotele, known to have visited eastern Bactria in
the carly 3rd century BCE and to have compared in his works varicus religious
teachings, including those of the Magi and the Jews.

See Grenet and Rapin 2001. Recent excavations at Koktepe near Samarkand and at
Sangyr-tepe in the Kashka-darya valley have yielded remains of z fire platform and
a fire place with clear indications of a prefiminary phase of purification of the
ground; these remains, dating probably from the & century BCE, give the earliest
indications in the eastern Iranian countries of a fire cult organised at community
level (Rapin, forthcoming).

Gubaev, Koshelenko and Tosi 1998,

Rejected by Humbach 1985 in favour of “lord of catcle”™, but I see no compelling
reason for it. The geographical link between Gobed and the Daityi provides the best
explanation for the choice of the Persepolitan (originally Assyrian) image of the
man-headed bull, interpreted as “Gabediah”™ in the MénGg T xrad 62.30-35 (text
quoted in Humbach's article), in order to symbolise the god Oxus on the seal of his
temple included in the late Achaemenid “Oxus Treasure” {Grenet 2002-2003: 157).

- Lévi 1925, commenting upon his edition of the Mahamayuri (Lévi 1915).

P.@ Skjervg, letter of 9.4.2004: “Vaekereta cannot contain Vayu- by regular sound
changes, since Vayu only becomes Vaé- before nasal (Vaém, Acc. of Vayu-) (.. )
The underlying word would be vikaror- or viksrora-. This is to my knowledge not
attested in Avestan, but it cught to mear: ‘done apart, removed”.”

Christensen 1943; 33-4.

. Gnoli 1980: 26-39.
- Fussman 1974a: 4, with n. 5.
33,

Ultimately Monchi-Zadeh 1975; 119-24.

- Generally identified as the hedgehog (or porcupine?), a beneficent animal from the

Zoroastrian viewpoint, but this particular rame is considered depreciative in
Vd. 13.2, whilst in our list it is mentioned on the positive or neutral side. Witzel
2000: 309, n. 55, suggests another ethnic name.

These hypotheses seem compatible with the etymologies proposed in Tremblay
2004, see esp. pp. 125 and 132-5 on Gava and Sogdians.

Morgenstierne 1979: 29,




37. Witzel 2000: 318, n.72-73. In this context the name is “from fém. vrkT, *she-wolf”,
a strange name for an area, if not taken metaphorically as a tribe ‘having sorceresses,
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witches’ 7,

38. Vogelsang 2000: 54-5, but his attempt to locate here the people of the Parikanioi

(Herodeotus 7.68, 86). Elamite Barrikana, Aramaic prkn. is not tenable because of
the initial consonantism p- / b- instead of w-. The Parikanioi should rather be looked

for in Gedrosia (Bernard 1972: 172) or in Kerman as ancestors of the Barizan {Bivar
1985: 30-35).

39. Gnoli 1980: 39-42. Ctesias’ Barkanioi might in fact be the same pecple as
Herodotus® Parikanioi (cf. Elamite Barrikana).

40. Ibid.: 27-39.

41. Pace Witzel 2000: 308, n. 52, I trust the identification of the Zarenumaiti (“of gold™)
with the Arghanddb, established by Monchi-Zadeh (1975: 120-23) cn the basis of a
passage in the Tdrix-e Sistdn, where it is stated that this river was particularly
renowned for its gold.

42, Dupree 1980: 39.

43. Ferdinand 1962: 125 and map p. 127 (reproduced with additions in Dupree: map 9).

44. Witzel 2000; 312, n. 65.

45.Lévi 1915: 71-3, from which Henning (1947: 52-3) drew the inference for Varena
of ¥d.1.17 (adducing also the fortress Aomos captured by Alexander in the Tegion
that is today Bunér).

46. Monchi-Zadeh 1975: 126, “Carx in Khorasan”, mentioned by Humbach (1991: 1, 34)
as an alternative to Chakhr in Ldgar, is in fact Jary / §ar'y (’-"Cary?} near Bukhari, not
related etymologically Lo Caxra (Lur'e 2004: 182, n, 255).

47. Watters 1504--1905: 262-3; Lévi 1915: 73, Pace Wiizel 2000: 311, Panini's Varni
is Bunér, not Bannu: see Lévi. There was a third Varena in eastern Bactria: Warnu
(see Sims-Williams 1997:16—17 with n. 28). It is Humbach’s choice for the country
in V.1 but has not gained support for the same reason that applies to Hapta Hendu:
the “untimely menstruations”, referring probably to the early puberty of Indian girls
{Darmesteter 1892-3: 11, 15, n. 43).

48. Groli 1980: 65-6.

49. Perhaps the town Bagarda in Ptolemy 6.18.5, if Wardak < *Wavyardak? There was
actually a Kushan walled town in Wardak (Fussman 1974b). But there is no prool
that Wardak is an ancient name. The identification Bagarda — Vagkereta, suggested
by Darmesteter (1892-3: II, 10, n. 22), and more or less upheld by all modern
authors except Humbach, is hardly tenable as it would be difficult to account for the
loss of -&- in the first syilable (N. Sims-Williams, pers.comm.).

30. Sims-Williams 1997: 16-18, notes 28 and 34.

51. Schwartz 1990 proposes recognising cult practices similar to those of the Kafirs of
the upper Chitrdl valleys {including the spilling of bleod in the firc and the cooking
of the head in it} in those attributed to the Vyamburas in Y7, 14.54-56.

52. Witzel 2000: 312-16, with various proposals for the transiatior of the Ohrmazdian
and Ahrimanic parts of the description.

53. Most clearly at Nagsh-¢ Rostam, but demonstrably so in other inscriptions as well,
except the one on Darius’ statue at Susa where it reflects the centred scheme of the
seven parts of the world. I refer in advance to C. Rapin, Géographie historique et
géographie mythigue (Génése des cartes antiques de ['Asie, de UAfrigue er de
IEurope), chap. 30 (forthcoming).

54. Witzel 2000: 322. 1t is also the order of the list of rivers of Sistan in the Zamydd

Yashs, but they are introduced in a purifying context (¥t. 19.68: the Khvarenah they

carry “could sweep away therewith all the [inhabitants of the] non-Aryan lands in
one sweep™). In the Mikr Yasht the countries are enumerated in clockwise order, a
ratural option as they are surveyed by the rising Mithra.

55. But Vogelsang’s idea that these countries already shared a Scythian aristocratic
stratum at the time of the composition of Vid 1 rests on a disputable equation
between “Scythians” and “horsemen costumes” such as those depicted at Persepolis.
Cf. the reservations in Lyonnet 1997: 118,

56. The recent discovery of potteries of the “Yaz | type (14" to 10" century BCE) near
Peshawar attests to intrusions from regions north of the Hindukush in a period prior
to the composition of the Young Avesta (Henri-Paul Francfort, pers.comm.).

37. Kellens (1999-2000: 741) interprets some features of Varena and Ranha as referring
to monstrous populations: afru.gaosa-, “four-cared”, as@ra-, “headless”. One can
object that éafri.gasda- is in the Ohrmazdian part of Varena’'s description, while
physical monstrosities are Ahrimanic (cf. the “three mouths” of Azhj Dahzka). The
term daflru.gaofa- is more probably “with four corners” and refers to the shape of
the country or of its chief fortress. In this context Cartana oppidum sub Caucaso
guod postea Tetragonis dictum (Pliny, Hist. Nat. V1 .92) is often mentioned, but it is
rather to be looked for in or near Kapisa. Bunér is roughly rectangular, bound by the
Indus, the river of Kabu! and the curving Swat; the plain of Bannu is usually
described as an “irregular oval”, which does not bring to mind “four corners”. As for
asare- in Ranh3, there are several possibie interpretations: see Witzel.

58. Monchi-Zadeh 1975: 114. The name of Urvakhshaya, Keresaspa's brother (Y. 9.10;
Yt 15.28), has generally been explained as “king of Urva" since Darmesteter (II:
586, n.18), but see now Kellens 2002: 435-7 fora discussion of the meaning of x5
in Avestan. Other etymologies are possible, including from wrundxs-, “joy™
(Mayrhofer 1979: No. 321).

59. See Grenet 1994 : 91-92,
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Avesta, die heiligen Biicher der Parsen, translated on the basis of Chr.
Bartholomae’s Altiranischem Wéorterbuch by Fritz Wolff, Strassburg, [910.

Dénkard (Dk.),VII: Marijan Molé, La légende de Zoroastre selon les textes
pehlevis, Paris, 1967.

Grear Bundahishn: Zand-4kasth, Iranian or Greater Bundahiin, transliteration
and translation in English by Behramgore T. Anklesaria, Bombay, 1956.
Pahlavi Vendidad, transliteration and translation in English by Behramgore T.

Anklesaria, Bombay, 1949.
Wizidagiha 1 Zadspram (WZ): Philippe Gignoux, Ahmad Tafazzoli, Anthologie
de Zadspram, Paris, 1993 (Studia Iranica — Cahier 13).
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